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Section 154-51 of the Ohio Generel Code creeted a state lib-

rary board in the department of education of Ohio. This board appoints
a state librarian, who, under the direction and supervision of the

board is to be the head of the libreary service of the state.

The Brookings Institute has been consistent in recommending a strong
state library agency to be placed in the state education department.

In Ohio this has been in effect for a number of years.

Libraries are an essentiel part of the public education
mechinery of the statc, «nd education is now recognized &s being &
matter of vitel stcrte concorn rether than pure local concern. Public
libraries, as a means of educgtion, &re & nccesseary end important pert
of good government. Time finds more cnd more public librariss look~

ing to the stete for edvice ¢nd help t¢s hcve the schools of the verious

@

local governments looked to the state for a&ssistance.

The vast differences of property resources in the verious
municipalities and counties of the state cause a vast dissimilarity in
the library facilities and services of the various communities. For
this reason, the state library, as a part of its services as a function
and department of the state government, attempts to equalize the lib-
rary facilities of Ohio. By the use of its own facilities and resources
the state library is effective in supporting the p ublic library system
and in those counties where there are no public libraries, the state

library is the only publie book supplying agency. Realizing that there



cre probably no other institutions which will pley ¢s great a part in
preparing man's minds for groet economic changes &s libreries,the
stete libreary endecvors to use its feeilities in & menner &8 t0 pre-
sent the best serviec to the greatest numbeor of people. In order to
ccrry out this cim the following progrim Wwes put into effect for the
year 1934:

1. Ldvisory service to publie libraries,

2. Orgenizing service to public librearies.

3. Promoting county librery servicc.

4., Encourcgement of loccl governments to
cdequately provide for existing Librerieco.

5. State wide publicity for librery promotion.
6. Library scrvice for stcte institutions.
7. Providing supplementecry book service to

schools, communities, «nd clubs.

8. Direct book service by mail to people without

locel librury service.

9. Comprehensive survey of library conditions

in Ohio.

At the first of the yeur 1934, interncl conditions of the
stute library were such &s to meke 1t ineffective in the performance
of its part &s « unit of the state government. Rore &nd vealuable
books were unprotected «nd ungucrded, useless routine slowing up pro-
gress, no members of the steff werec ctpeble of giving cssistance end

cdvice to publie libreries, book collections losned were ill chosen

and often borrowing orgunizetions pcid trensportation cherges for met-

ericl they c¢ould not use. Regords of © public nature «nd interest
were in such condition &s to be useless. Corrcctive mecsures have

been epplied, for exemple, during 1934, &« speciclly constructed vault
wes built for the rare books and an cefficient system of internal check
was installed. Troined cnd experienced members of the staff select

the books going to make up collections to be loened.




The book resources of the state library are estimated to be
approximately 600,000 volumes. Due to policies of past administra-
tions the exact figure is not known. A supervised inventory is being
taken so that the exact number of volumes may be known and &an accurate
record be made. During 1934, 5989 books were catalogued and placed

in the librery for the use of Ohio residents.

Ls a source of direct information to state departments and

-
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residents of the state, the reference department has filled an impor

@

ant part. Official requests for material from stat departments has
been constant and it has become almost a byword between employees of
other state departments, when they seek informative materiel to re-
merk, "the library will know." In 1934, the reference division had
11,615 persons visit this department to sccure technical, scientific
and genealogical information. In former years the roference division
contained many current periodicals which were of valuable &id but was
foreced to discontinue this due to insufficient funds. If eppropria-
tions were sufficient, 500 periodicels should be subscribed for as was
done in former years. Of the 11,615 persons using directly the ser-
vices of the referencc division in 1934, more than two thirds of this
number were from outlying districts of the state. Such visitors are
given every possible consideration but in order to serve the people

best, new material should be added continuously.

For purposes of this report the book lending divisions of the
state librery arec divided into two sections; state service and travelin:
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Library service. The traveling library loans collections of books

ranging from 50 to 500 volumes to schools, clubs, institutions, granges
and communities. The requesting school or organization guarantees the
safefy and return of the collection and pays full transportation charge
thereon. The state service mails and loans books directly to indivi-
duals, (who must be Ohio residents) libraries and groups. From every
part of Ohio requests are received for material that the local library

does not have or cannot purchese, requests from children in localities

where there are no public libraries. A twenty~-four hour maximum range
of service is in effect in the state service division. No longer per-

iod than twenty-four hours is permitted to lapse from the time requests
are received until the material is on its way by mail or parcel post
to the applicant. With a small staff end increased demend it is at
times difficeult to maintein such high standard of service as the stete
service divisions are called upon to perform. The following table
presents the comparetive ciréulation of the two book lending divisions
for the yeoars 1929 - 1934.

Book Circuletion

by

Lending Divisions
1929 - 1934

Year Stete Service Traveling Librery Total

3889 swaiBR BB ivaivniinin BR BB . iciebid BES
1980 wow BAMBID siinevsivvs GBL000 4isend0 B0
308) suwv 988 sivvrisnies BEOB8 i SP,008
3080 iaie BRiBRR "vrieiviivsic SRJOPE iy ie NBIT0R
BUBS. cos BB 200% i eiseniiw DhBAR Lins BY. 900
% T R R T N S A 09,125 ... 168,320

Stete Service wes not eveilable for threc months of 1933. During
this time librery was trensferred to new building.
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The traveling library division of the state library hes been
in operation since 1896. It has had &n accelerated growth reaching
an all time high in 1934. Table I, page 11, of this report, shows the
distribution by counties of collections loaned in 1934. If the readers
of this brief report could visit the stacks of the traveling library
division and see the depleted reserves of this division, it wonld pre-
sent more clearly the tremendous demand of the people of Ohio for ser-
vices rendered by the state library, than any figures. The empty
shelves and unequal book stocks are plain and tangible evidence of the
work performed to give to the people the full measure of service thet

should be given by a public supported institution.

In 8ll divisions of the state library, the demand has exceede
the supply. For several years no new books were purchased, the stock
of books on hand depreciated at a higher rate than in public -libraries
because of the high circulation per volume. By use of a statistical
survey the "turnover" on books loaned by the traveling library was
determined to be between six and eight per volume. This means, that
cach volume loaned is read approximately six times before being returnecd
to the library, Depreciation of books necessarily causes repairs and
binding expenseés in order to maintain present book assets in a circula-
ting conditions If funds were available to complete the book stock
additional service could be rendered to the many applicants for service
who were notified that due to insufficient funds it was impossible to
comply with their petitions. Table I, page ll, presents the number of
unfilled requests for traveling librarics.
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While the state library has been called upon and reached a
new peak of services rendered in 1934 far beyond that of any other year,
appropriations have steadily dec¢lined. From the following table it is
obvious that the maximum of efficiency and utilization of resources
were necessary to carry out and partially meet the heavy demand on the
department.

Appropriation and Book Circulation
1929 - 1934

Year Lppropriation Circulation

1820 sovnessat BR,0R8:00 .5 onviassBl600

BN s eaieaen DR TERO0 5o uinia .99,679
ROBY o iiinsd BECASTRE i s 01000
1982 cesvves e AL BOD.OD . ..siessD8, 705
SORE-  RE DAY B s ...67,785
L R R BB AODTE (s vans 168,3%20

Expenses for personegl services and maintenance costs were
kept to a minimum. The heavy demand caused extra duties on a decreased
personnel. Ssaleries for clerical and technical employees are far be-
low that of other state departments and in other state libraries througt
out the United States. There are no members on the steff who have
not had college or university training. In the following table it is
apparent that multiple duties &nd coordination of esctivities were re-

gquired to cerry out the performances of the department.
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Expenditures for Porsonel Services
and
Number of Employees
1929 - 1934

(Does not include Loegislative Roference Department)

Expenses for Number of Employees
Year Personal Services Full Time Part Time Total

1929 OOI.$4’6’240.00 e & o % 8 0 s 8 30 % 08 & 08 13 LI I 45

1930 .eee 62,595.00 sevacesoe 26 coeeses 21 eoenn 47

1981 .oos SB,878.00 susssvias D ssnsssn, 8 swens 18

1932 ..e6 25,047.32 sccesvsse 16 sscvves == osseses 16

1933 .oes 18,459.38 scevccees 13 ssceses 2 cosse 15

D84 .ivs YD, 00028 sevonvnnn ID sessnes B wsusn 18

Exclusive of the two book lending divisions and the reference
division, the state library has meany other duties. Advice to existing
public libraries is considered one of the departmenﬂs foremost duties.
The law requires the state library board to give such advice &nd
assistance to public libraries &nd to persons interested in establish-
ing new libraries. The legal and technical questions relating to
library orgeanization are of utmost importance. The establishment by
a local government of a new breénch of service such &s & public librery
raises many questions which are referred to the state library.
Among such questions are those involving finence, legal and technical

decisions. In egdvising interested parties as to the ways c&nd metns

of librery orgenization, the stute library must consider long term

tendencies end the fimancial position of the establishing community.




In former yeears the public libraries of Ohio were meintained
and provided for from general property taxes. At the present time
approximately 90% of the library organizations are receiving their
support from the classified property tax receipts raised within their

respective county. The smaller libreries are generally located in

O
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m
l,_J

counties where intangible tax returns are less and therefore the t
tax collections are insufficient to provide for libreries, municipal-

ities and the county as is provided for in the distribution of this

-
=

tax. order to remedy the public library situation, the state

ul and sccurate survey and analysis has proposed

9
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library after a care

o

a plan whereby "state aid" would be granted the smaller libraries.

Such grants would not be so large as to paralyze locel effort but the
moral velue of such grants are often greater than the mere financial.
They enable the stete to exercise a certain supervision over library
matters such as fixing the minimum of library service. Such a plan
tends to equalize the financial resources of the stete whereby enabling
& less wealthy county to get & service more neerly equel to those
counties with more wealth. A bill incorporating this plen is to be
introduced ond submitted to the legislature when it convenes in
Janucry, 19356, (For full deteils of this proposal sce " A Proposed

Plen for State Aid to Public Libraries.™)

Operating with a reduced steff ond depleted book resources,
the stete librory during 1934, exerted every effort to fill its proper

place as an instrumentelity of the stete. Regarded s the first end
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foremost library of the state it is difficult with smell cppropriations,
to meet the requirements placed upon it by law and by the increc&sing
demands of the people. A concentrated effort has been made to have tho
department, coming as it does into direct contact with thousands of

Ohio residents, represent &nd exemplify the functions of the state
government. To many Ohio residents their only contset with any breanch
of the state government hes been through the state library. ‘Other
states cdequately provide for their stete libraries &«s mty be seen by
the following comparison of stazte library cppropriations for 1934:

Populcation Appropriation
Stete Served 1934

21340088 srscasses 7,830,804 ,.uus..P155,950.00
OBAD s onxwwdnnnsves sy B 088,800 yinrsn. COsR00sTD
Oalifopais ssavesa 5,077,801 sivaia L30,E44,00
Michigon escosseoee 4,842,320 ..00ee 42,346,00
Massachusetts «... 4,249,614 ...... 52,666,00

Serving ¢s it docs, public libraries, schools, clubs,granges,
homes &nd individuals by its free lending stote service divisions,
traveling librery, reference division, cnd public document division,
the stete librery is in & seriously hendicapped position beceuse of

inadequcte end unproportionate approprictions. To summerize the dutie:

of the depertment:




Tc Libraories:

Books to supplement public libraries,

works for the establishment of libraries

in counties and localities where they

are non-existent and can be afforded.

Helps in book selections and distributes
lists of the best books. Visits libraries
for the purpose of giving advice and informa-
tion, collects and publishes statistics for
the use of state tax authorities and library
trustees.

To B8ehooliss
Are loesned collections of books, readings,
recitations, plays and other material.
Issues book lists for teachers guidance in
helping pupils. Aids school librarians
by informative advice.
To Clubs, Granges and other Groups:
Lends outlines for study as well as book
collections, periodicals, etc.
To Homes and Individuals:
hre loaned lists of good books for children,
loans directly books to parents for their
children and lends books necessary for study
as well &s pleasure.
In conclusion as was pointed out recently by the
Honoreble Harold L. Ickes, "An unwise economy that will cut at the
root of our American system of free schools and libraries may prove to

be a fatal economy. To be great and free, Americe must be educated.”
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Table I

Distribution of Collections and Unfilled Requests by Counties.
1934

Number of Vols.
Needed to Comply
Collections Volumes Loaned Unfilled With Unfilled
County Loaned and outstanding Requests Requests.
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Table I

(Continued)

Number of Vols
Needed to com-
Collections Volumes Loaned Unfillied ply with Un~-
County Loaned and Outstanding Requests filled Requestc
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Table 1

(Continued)

Number of Volumes
Needed to Comply
Collections Volumbs Loaned Unfilled With Unfilled
County Loaned and Outstanding Requests Requests.
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Total 694 109, 120 30,642
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