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"Flate had sald the end of a wan war an action;

%o resd, to ponder, to prepare--these thinge vere
good, but thet 2o man Justified the space he
oceupied on this esrth, end hed no meaning ae o
humen being until he stepped forth snd aoted,
am 1o not & pair of senles, forever balaneing:
man in an axe end he wes meant to chep wood,”

ist's sec how shorp cur sxe was end how smeh vood we chopped in 1983,
6B @ 5 8 &8 e us
Bupinese in 1953 wan ohesd of the previous year in the totsl mmber of books
loaned, off somewhst in the reference use of the library,

1953 1952
GCirculstion

Uity Cireulation ~ bhooks cimlam 32,965 33,312
Ftate Ciroulation « * 10,5M 104243
Treveling lidwery - . 46,058 hatd)
Total  $9,024 87,9%

PR E®E TR E R E S
Reference guestions 7,060 75 566

%8 8RB B YRR RS
Books added to libwary 8,621 9371
Booke vithirmm (worn out or dfscarded) m 5,551

Het gain 4,838 3,820
Feople are doing more sericus reading, it leset, s chenge in the type of
reading in the pest eight years is indiosted by previeus yware' statistics,
In 1945, 348 of the books borrowed at city cireulation desk were fisction.
In 1950, fiotion war only 257 of the total eireulstion and in 1953 1t wes 228,
¥o can not put our finger on exactly why this is, ke know many people turn sway
from the curront best sellers, It appesre to up that thoy ere tired of the type
of book being written, They are more Intorested im good stories of nermal
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Books on publiec affeirs and government eeldom enjoy popularity. It i
all the more interesting then when one in thie field does ferge to the front,
Chanbers, “Witness” wes 1%, It teo was » holdover from provions years,

Diet, health, and cookbooke are usually in greet favor, ihrahamson,

"Sedy, Yied, and fugsr”, Alsop, "Hold Your Veight lowses®, sxd Brams, "Venaging
Tour Corenary?, were three losders, indersen, "low to Jsve Noney end Tat Better®,
Beard, "Fireside Cookbook", Better Homes end Gardens' ey Cookbook®, and
Highols, "lood Cooking ferosm the U,9,4,%, probably fmproved the digeetion of
Hany .

There war some monkey business toe for Hayes, "im ipe in the House® wae in
demand, ‘yystery of the flying esucers still Intriguss paople for Kehoe,
"Mystery of Other Vorldr Reveslsd®, and temeel, Wlying Ssucers® were right up
there, inother science lesder was NHeuer, "imd of the ‘arth®,

Tou like football, baseball? Moet people don't whon it ecoxee to reading
about them for the most popular sport titles were Armour, “How to Ylgy Your
Bort Golf at 411 Times”, and Smead, *Hatursl Golf*, In fact polf bocke are
populsr all the yosr sround, In the artistie field, itheloce, "How to Nesutify
Tour Home Grounds®, lesehin, "New Lighting Tochniques in Photegrephy®, and
Tayler, "Some Enchented ’venings" wers requested frequently,

Populer plays were Hartog, "The Fourpester®, are fnett, "Dial ¥ for “urder”,

Blegraphy produced & mumber of interesting titles: idler, "4 House is
Kot o Home"; Frody, “Gome Lith the Windeors®; Sandburg, “flvays the Young
Strengers"; Maurols, "leldn"; and Duble, “Women irve iy Problem®,

Histery and travel resdere indicated thelir preference for Fersog, “immapurne”,
Pisher, “Vermont Tradition”, snd Wolle, "Bonsnsa Trail®,
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what have ve done?
sensgye Fecopdp of Ohlo for the 1870 cemsus were purchared from Weshington,
The records are on alerofilm, cover some 80 volusee, snd list the names of the
individuale living in Ohfo &t thet time, They are wonderful for obtedning
information on one's perents or grendpsrents ar well = other rel ativée, They
are in use every day of the year, so much so, thst we recently hed to settle s
dispute botween two pafirons vho wanted to use the records at the ssme time,
Consequently we have 1inited the use of the microfilm machine %o an hour at &
tine,
Beglowobiles continue in populerity, ishlend County begsn cperating & bookmobdle
in 1953, dooking and Vinton County lilwaries jointly egreed to purchase and
cperate & bookwoblle te serve the two eountier, The latter bosokuobile was
delivered and put into operstion early in December 1957, The rtate Lihrary Sosrd
played u part in making both of these nev mschines o reality. Ferly in the year
the Doard made grants of 2400 towsrd the purchase of each bookmobile, There
are nov 57 bookmobiles operating in 42 counties of the state,
Ihe lgy of the land vas changed during the year fur the bettorment of publie
librardes. The legislature mede it poseible for 2ibrery boards to insure the
drivers of their bookmobiles and other vehicles againet 1iability, ceot the
county prosecutor as the legal advicer for county Gistriet itrardes, end sald
the seme libraries could meke direet sppeals to the State Hosrd of Tax ippeals,
esonething which they oould mot do before,
IThe Cuppewe Court also rendered an Msteric decision in fever of public 1itreries,
Thir decision giver %o Ohio public libreries priority in the ﬁietrih:tim of the
intengidles tax in so far as they can prove their needs for the money, “ver




e

since litraries were displaced from the reel property tax back in 199 and given
participation in the intengibles it hes beon the contention of 1ilrery trustess
that the intent of the legislature war to give lilvrardes miority, This contention
has nov beon officlally verified by the Supreme Court on the besls of an
avendment made by the legislature in 1951,

Neow Librgry Zulldings were in various stegee of planring or conetruction in s
numbor of plsces in the state. Cincimmati's new nein litwary is expected to be
finished In 1954. Lorsin is elumost resdy to begin conetruction om e $600,000
library; Westervilie en & $170,000 buildings Grove City is about resdy to move
inte ite new building, Worthingtom is plansing to remodel, Celumbus is
conatructing e large new branch and hes Just finfshed an snnéx to the main
bullding, Uover residents voted 7265,000 for a mew likrery in Sovesber and the
Board is alnost ready te stert construction, Kent, Ravenna, Irenton and &

nusber of others are plarning remedeling jobs,

S8aff changes during the year, ‘'rs, Willlam Clark resigned se State Litrary
Organizer, We wore fortunste te be sble to replage har with %re, Faith Stoughton,
former librarisn of ths Nepeleon Lidbrary, 're, imalc-Belle Tucker, Uocunents
Iibrarian, resigned during the yeear, lNre, Gemova Whits, assletent eataloger,

was transferred to her porition, We have not yet been able to find & litrarian
for the catalog replacement, The staff of the “tate Livrery ie a fine hardworking
group, interested in their jobe and in giving serviece to the publie, They set

an exasple of what goveroment employees ean and sheuld ke, as contrasted with
the gonerally applied term "bureaucrat”, ue hope they will continue to osst
thelir lot with the Stste Livrary,
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Iirericns to £111 the nany vecencies in libreries over the state are extremely
hard to find, All types of vecancies uxinv for chilédren's itrarisns, catslogers,
and others, The most difficult jobs to 11l ot the present time are positions
in the county libraries which provide service in the rural end noneindustyrisl
aresr, There are 25 bookmobile and county positione now vessrt, In December
the State lilwary Uoard, im an attempt te help this situstion, established a
texporary policy grarting stete ald to extension center libreries with Wudgete
less than £35,000, f“uch funds were 1o be edded to the selary of the employees
of the library on the besis of the amcunt of 1ibrary training held bWy oach
employee, It is hopad thot this will help these libraries to hold thelir present
enployese or seoure rev ores for vacancies,

Surveys. During the year the ftste Library staf'? cerved s consultant in planning
the new library bullding at lorsin, snd in remodeling fobr for Xemt, Reavenna,
WVorthington, ard Ironton, Ye aulso met with the Dover lLibrery Foerd regarding
thedir nev bullding planc., Tu Degenler, ot the request of the Perryeburg league
of Women Votere and the Vsrryrburg librery Yosed, we mefe ¢ rurvey and report
with recomendations for the fnproverent of the Ferryeburg Lidrery,

Eepsding Certificete progran wae begun in 1953, Certificates are ispued by the
State Litrary Bosrd to anyone reeding tventy-four boeke aprroved by the loeal
1ibrarian, Since the progres just started in the fall it %» too eerly to tell
bovw 1t will go over, although a number of certificstes have slready been issued,
Zupig legord Collections in public litwaries of the rtate were given a boost
during the year wvhen the State Library Sosrd granted 7100 to lilwaries for the
egtablishment of & record collection provided the local library sppropristed en
equal smount for that purpose, Some 29 libraries rtarted collections ae e
result of these grants,
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Jnter-library Jonn smong Ohio libraries wes encouraged with the itate Library
Board's approvel of s new polioy whereby the State Libwary will pay Ohde
1ibraries for books lommed to other Ohio libraries, This poliey wes estabilehed
to encoursge the small likrary te berrew when neceseary, mnd the lending librery
te lend, thereby making wider use of ell librsry facilities in the state,
Iinances of the "tate Lilwary showed some improvement in the dget pacsed by
the Iegislature for 19353-55, A slight increase in the anmusl Book budget was
graded and s very appreciable imereass in the aid to publie lilveries fund was
ebtained, Finances are the weskest when it comes to steff seleries, Snlaries
peld the lilwary etaff are not on s level with those peid in publie libraries of
the state,

“EE e
fo, teking everything into coneideration, quite s b4t wee accomplished in 1953,
There were also s mumbsr of places where we failed to make eny rrogress,
Certainly something should have besn scecmplished in the way of sotting up
Ubrary serviee in the srea vhere the stom plent is now under eonstruetion,
We bave made s munber of offerts in this dirsetion but carmot report snything
accomplished, Clermont County continuee to be the only eounty in the state
vithout a taxesupported public library, Ohortage of trained litverians contimues
to bo just se scute se in previous years, perhans even nore.

® 0w W
Hopops, elong with the work invelved, ease with selection of the Libraries as
President of the ranklin County Couneil of Librarians for 1953541 and ase
Chairnan of & special comsitise of the imeriesn Iibrery Assccisbion to vark with
the Comniseion on Inter-governmentsl Reletions, recently esteblished by Congress.
The job of this committee is to gresent facts sbout the condition of libwarice
in the natiom,
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