} ~ INSPIRATION IN BOOKS
QTHE praises of books have been sung
|

matter.

the knowledge that a sheaf of paper, stitched |
together and covered with little black marks,
has power to go forth and inspire mankind to )

ever since the time when books began to
be made. The services they perform are
‘80 immeasurably great that, like nature and

music and art, they are sometimes completely
overlooked.

Roughly classified, the gifts that a book may
bestow upon its reader are four.
~ It may, first of all, inform. There can be no
doubt about the desirability of that function.
| A book that tells of coral formations in the |:
southern Pacifie, or of the lace-making industry
of Europe, or how to camp out, performs a
useful service. It may do nothing more than
to convey knowledge; but that in itself is so
highly praiseworthy that it is hard to imagine
our civilization without it.

Secondly, a book may entertain. Nor is that
an insignificant part to play. What Poe once
termed ‘‘the fever called living’’ is at best a
! serious matter, as every mature person realizes.

Therefore, any volume that does its best to ‘
'add to the wholesome pleasure of existence is y
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| to be welcomed.

In the third place—and this is a point that ||
|18 often emphasized—a book may increase your
|circle of friends; not with new companions |
‘whom you can see and talk to, but with com-

imagination that they seem to step from the “i
 eold page to your very side, to enliven or |
| encourage. i

And finally, there is the greatest blessing of ||
all that a book can bestow upon the human |
| race. It is something greater than the function |!
of informing, or the service of entertaining, or |x
the gift of providing imaginary friends that jy
seem real and vital. It is nothing less than the |,
power to inspire the reader to richer life and |3
activity. Let critics of all time say what they I
will of art for art’s sake: it is not to be com-
pared with that quality in a book which lifts the ||
reader to better thoughts and impels him to 8
I nobler deeds. d
| A wise Englishman, in an address On Pop- |
ular Culture, once said:

‘“You have often heard from others, or may 1
have found out, how good it is to have on your
\-shelves, however scantily furnished they may
| be, three or four of those books to which it is >
well to give ten minutes every morning before
going down into the battle and choking dust of
the day. Men will name these books for them-
selves. One will choose the Bible, another
Goethe, one the Imitation of Christ, another
Wordsworth. Perhaps it matters little what it
| be, 80 long as your writer has cheerful serious- |

)’

[ ness, elevation, calm and, above all, a sense |
t of size and strength which shall open out the f
dny before you and bestow gifts of fommde‘
‘and mastery.”’ bies =

<

| And Chesterfield of courtly grace,

heights of thinking and of character that othex»
wise they might not reach. .

B,v Grenville Klelaw

I liké the public'library,
With its cloistral, hushed repose,
I like to browse among the books
In vari-colored rows,

To mingle with those loyal friends,
And have them speak to me
In captivating English prose.
Or whispered melody.

The magic lines of Shakespearh
And Milton’s organ phrase, M
Bring golden recollections
Of scented summer days;
Bacon, Lamb, and Coleridge,
Muacaulay, Keats, Carlyle,

They cheer me and beguile,

The wondrous words of Wordsworth,_.
Harmonious and pure, 3
And many another poet
Whose name will long endure;
The rippling verse of Tenn.ym,
Ambrosial to the lips, o)
The stately lines of Newman,
Like graceful moving ships;

Byron, Browning, Eliot,

And dear old Dickens, too;
With Thackeray and Stevenson
I while an hour or two;
Irving, Lowell, Emerson,
Masters of perfumed prose, =
Bryant, Hawthorne, Whittier,
All redolent of the rose. :

"Twere -easy to extend the list
Of much beloved names,
From learned Aristotle

To brilliant Henry James,

1 like the publie library,

Its books bring peace and rest;
Of all those friends I cannot say
‘Which one I love the best.
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ere joy and peace I find.
ve rent
the balm of mind.

of old in soul's re-

y reat,
' In cloisters dim and dear,
I find surcease from noise and’
& _ heat
| ~ And learn that God is near.

,"'rhat God and good attend thii’
' way - :
Of those who good bestow,

: _I.Hb.l‘ﬂry 8
any subject. no &Y 170
1ha A As through the vale they go.
iliustrated by | oy gl
PR TR e “] But, while I here my cares lay
~write a com- | down,
‘wha! SAW on my way to Forget the strife and shout,
lay. Can you give me any My soul is armed for morrow's
~Thus a boy in the el gt . frown
r u'&:g;:eﬁagﬁgtz 1 In books, my sure redoubt.
n'a period of revolt |
turn the “Idylls of the |
they can't get “ihis

My nights among my books are
spent, b
The past I soon forget;,
Nor look elsewhere for real con-
tent, E
Nor ever pine or fret.

' Philadelphia Bulletin.

rong and loss my heart ‘ &

{ And light the path with cheerful |

—Willlam H. Ketler, in the ||
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ﬂonated to I’nhllc Llhrary by
of Ilillshnrns Liberal Citlzens.

A Cnmplele List of Those Who Gave Illll‘lngt L

_ the Thanksglvlng Book Shower—Now
lv'ar -Christmas List.

@een added to the
elves.
‘Llst of Donor& to “the Hillshoro
Public Library.
, BOOKS
. Mrs. Frank Ambrose
. Miss Ella Bartley
. Mrs. Geo. Beecher
" Chas. Bell
i P. 0. Berg
~Mrs. L. B. Boyd
. Harry Qalvert
- Miss Lizzie Chaney
Mrs. Anna G. Oolwell
Mrs. Jennie Conard
Mrs. Wm. Cowman
. Miss Emma Cox
Misg May Cummings
. The Detwiler family
. Mrs. Lavinia Dill
" Miss Ella Dill -
Prof. A. L. Edgington
“Mrs. Amos Edgington
' o jeric Literary Olub
- -: Margaret Fairley
{ina Feibel
3 Mfrs. Ellen P. Gill
. Mrs. Lucy Harmon
rs. Lizzie Harsha
Mrs. Ohas. Haynes
o Iﬁra %A HeadL £
an etcher
“Mg Ann?:%i&r
. Mrs. John Matthews
Mrs. Daniel Morgan

hbrary

b
h
&

 Gale Mcﬂoﬁnnaughey
A8y M&Dermott

; j_:Mm

s a result of the Thanksglv- )
\ing Book Shower 436 books have' *

f

i Mr

3 e
»Mrs. Will. Stevenson
Dr. W. H. Shields and family
Miss Jane Scott v
Mrs. D. F. Scott :
Mrs. Jennie MeD. Stockton
The Girls’ Friendly Society
Twentieth Oentury Clul '
Mrs. O. A. Thompson
Mrs. J. W. Watts
Miss Sarah Walker
Mrs. Mary Weimer
Mrs. Adelia West
'\ Mrs. M. B. Yeoman
-~ Mrs. Milton Zink

MAGAZINES

Mrs. Geo. Beecher

Geo. Dailey

Mrs. Oyrus Fairley

Mrs. Mina Feibel

Miss Nina Glenn

Mrs. Lizzie Harsha

Mrs. John Huffenberger

Miss Lucile Huggins :
Mrs. John Matthews

Mrs. Lena P. Patterson

Mrs. Ellis Pence

‘Mrs. Conard Roads

Mrs. Harry Spargur

Mrs. J. D. W. Spargur
Walter G. Smlth

Mrs. J. H. Wolfe

The Library Board extends
rthanks to all who so kindly con-
ctributed to the Thanksgiving
EBook Shower.

1 Persons delayed in sendmg in

¢their books or magazines may
send them in any time before
(Ohristmas and be placed on the

» Ohristmas list. The Christmas

4list is open to all and donations

p—— s

‘nof books and magazines will be
: gladl‘y recelved ‘all durmg thwe

tcommg ye&r
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19




BOOKS are not absolutely dead things, but do not contain a progeny of life

in them to be as active as that soul was whose progeny they are. Nay,
they do preserve, as in a vial, the purest efficacy and extraction of that

intellect that bred thém. I know they are as lively and as vigorously productive

as those fabulous dragén’s teeth; and, being sown up and down, may chance to

spring up armed men. " And yet, on the other hand, unless wariness be used, as

good almost kill a man as kill a good book. Who kills a man kills a reasonable
creature——God s 1mage _but he who kills a good book kills reason itself—kills
the image of God, as it were, in the eye. Many a man lives a burden to the -
earth, but a good book is the precious life-blood of a master-spirit, embalmed and

treasured up on purpose to a life beyond life. It is true no age can restore a

life, whereof, perhaps, there is no great loss; and revolutions of ages do not oft
recover the loss of a rejected truth, for the want of which whole nations fare
the worse.

We should be wary, therefore, what persecution we raise against the living
labors of public men, how we spill that seasoned life of man preserved and stored

~up in books, since we see a kind of homicide may be thus committed.

—From Hreopagitica.

T |Amounts Authors
| ‘ Write Daily Va

Sir James Ba.rrlo cdnsi
'an average of five to ‘six hun
2 g fwofds is a good day's work, whereas *
H. G. Wells has often wrmen \taﬂh ;i
’thousand words in a day. SEbdn
| It might be thought “that gpoqlcn‘

lwould be destructive of good qua.ﬂty
\production, but a sufficient retort ﬁ’»;"

s $j)
made to this in the f.n.ot that Robf_ﬁ- ;'Y

and Mr. Hydo" in seven days.
| Sir Arthur Conan Doylo ‘has
\fesied to sitting up all might
lorder to incorporate in one of his"
"'Sherlock Holmea" a.dvcnturu' ln-

.dm-ing A conversation: and ducnuwﬂ‘
|with severa! friends earlier !n ‘the
evening. ;

W. W. Jacébu, pmlmc slxort-l
writer that he is, has admitted
‘he has sat at his desk a whole m
ing pen in. hand without s
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T SEEMS to us that while there never was a time in
modern history when so many books were being written, |

there never was a time when fewer great writers ap-

. peared on the scene.

Just what makes a great writer; just why one book should
appear to be great and another, apparently as well written,
should seem inane, nobody in the world is wise enough to
tell. There is no royal road to learning how to write a book,

| and, by the same token, no known law by which to judge

. a book.

' We have just finished reading two books that to us seem
great. Yet never were books and authors more unlike.
Phyllis Bottome wrote one book. She called it “The Second
Fiddle.” It is a love-story; the story of a great, passionate,
self-denying love.
for a man_who had to pass through the agony of being
helplessly crippled in the war, of being discarded by a
woman he thought he loved before he was capable of
recognizing what lay in Stella’s heart for him. It is the
story of a woman of extraordinary delicacy of perceptions,

of basic common sense, of beauty of face and soul; of a |

woman with a sense of honor.

One of the most pronounced elements of strength in the
book is the vivid portrayal of character. The common or
garden variety of author describes certain attributes as be-
longing to his characters. The unusual writer does little
describing. His characters themselves bespeak their own
characteristics by their every act and speech. Of thls latter
type of writing is “The ‘Second Fiddle.”

Add to this the brilliancy and the tenderness of the
" author’s style, the sureness of her vocabulary, and the depth
and humanness of her philosophy of life, and you have a
story that is a delight to read and to remember.

The other book is “The Life of the Fly,” by Henri Fabre.
It is as interesting as a novel, but slower reading. It is the
tale of insect artisans and builders told in an inimitable
delicacy of style; told with a humor, a pathos that are un-
forgettable.
this is only the base of the structure Fabre has raised. For
all about the fairy-tale of fly and ant and bee he has woven
his own soul-story. Between the lines we get the man’s

fight with poverty, his love for science and his search for |

life after death.

The book is a triumph of unconscious literary effect. ;

It is a human document of profound truth and pathos.

tor) hour’” is a new feature of hbrary work |

among children which has had marked !
success at the Carnegie Library of Pittshurg. |
Children come to the building at stated times |
and listen to stories told by a skilled narrator. |
In Bostonr the centennial of the birth of Hans
Christian Andersen was celebrated last year by
a gathering of a large and interested audience of |
children at the Public Library, to whom a lady
told Andersen stories. It is an expedient for
providing wholesome entertainment for children

large towns.

which might well be adopted by all cities and
!

It was born full-fledged in a girl’s heart

The story, we say, of insect engineering. Yet ;

‘,and eight ot al thal‘. tosether
three more ohs.pters that ‘have a.npa._
ently never been ‘published. This u
finished bxography of hla lighthouue-l
bunding enxlneer grandtather is not
I the moat ‘popular of Stevenmn’m
\worka, but the' compﬂution of it m-?
tainly afforded ‘him the srea«tbqt

Cpleasure. 4
“No man but a. blockhesd." uid D"‘-»
| Johnson, *‘ever wrote emept fo
| money, 'a sentiment accounted for pw,
| Boswell on the ground of his hero’s
[1 indolence.  "Rasselas’ we, know w
A have written solely to payl for *l
rimother’s funeral. {'The Lives of thi
|| Poets” were paid for before they wqré»
written, Stevenson shared Johnson's
lack of meahs, but not his lack of
‘Xenergy. Johnson was happy only wh.
) he was talking, Stevenson found h
greatest happiness in writing.
W One remembers his ecstatic letters
i
5

W. B. Henley while he was writing
“Treasure Island:"” “A phapter a da
mean to do »a.nd perhaps

'ledge g0, yo-ho-ho and ‘a bottle
| rum! it's awful fun 'bo,
|| stories; you juat in@ulge the plaa.s

Ainqworth of the future, n
better, by St. Christopher.” ]

So he wrote at the age of 80 Di‘,
Johnson would have a.pproved. i wq}f
(a money-making venture. | Eleven
twelve years later the ecstasy is
, 1mpa.h'ed. but the wutmm«whﬂ : :
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Siam’s Natlonal lel‘ar

HE king of Siam recently reopened
with formal exercises the National
J Library, which has just moved into its

$% ble part of a man's history. It is
' a man’s duty to have books. A
library is not a luxury, but one | new quarters. This library was estab-
ot ‘the mcesaariea of life) lished in 1881 by the children of King
7, ek Mongkut as a memorial to their father.
kT .~ In 1904 it became the depository for the
s BOOK CASE | | national archives of the kingdom. The
: i library has three sections: one for

| religious literature in the ancient Bali
l“or Library oi Highland County Hos- language, "another for the Thai or Si-

.pllnl Donated By Senator J. B | amese literature, and the third for
! « foreign literature. Books, libraries, a
FGEGKQF—BOORS Asked for. general education, are necessary (o the

[ highest national life, more important
.D_r.'William Hoyt has received word® even than the fertility of the soil or other
 from Sepator Jos:ph B. Forake I elements of material wealth. Though
p r, of i YO0 2k
Cincinnati, that the Senator has sent a there are traces of printing from blocks
RO 2 of wood, llw.un.un-nts knew nothing of
book case to accommodate th? library | the art of printing as we have it now,
of the Highland County Huspltal They wrote their books on skins or

" The Library was founded By Mrs.| { papyrus and rolled them into scrolls for
reading and safekeeping.

i
Otto Horst, who contributed a large In Babylon they had a
| number of volumes, Senator Faoraker, | library where these ralls
Judge Huggins, Rev. M. P. Zink and .\vm'vl preserved. There
Vetnon Ov 5 is this mention of it:
J: eln : erman have contributed! : “dihen Darius the. bing
E rgely: to the library, while others made a decree, and search

ive also added volumes. : was made in the house of

‘Now that the case is provided for ' :,/',',: A"’f,f,’,,,',l'/”l‘;(é,1m'v,,[fm,:\',:
Ltbe books through Senator J. B. For- /iul'u/lmt,.”' (Ezra 4;" 1)
. | aker’s generosity, D'r. Hoyt hopes that i :
(many others will aid in providing read-, | May 30, 1917

iaﬁ matter for the patients of the Hos-
piml by giving books or magazines, If | (7%
_|vou have any books or magazires to | |3

| spare and will give them to bngbtex“
\ hours of the sick, kindly leave|
thh Dr. Hoyt. |

"’he appreciatlon of your gift will |
v tmue for years to come. i

gy

e s the Amerleln mmry
-T. N. T.

It is at 10 rue I’Elysee. The
y was founded in 1918 by the

That place that does contain
1 My books, the best companions, is te me
2 o A glorious court.

BEAUMONT AND FLETCHER.



| Prospect Cottage,
where Mrs,

Washington and Miami.
“Florcnce E Ward (let‘t), Chairman

(Associated Press Feature Writer.)
WASHINGTON —Flamhboyant and
‘emotlonal ‘writing has its place in|
lterature as well as the coldly cor-
rect and the classical, says no less
an ' authority than ~the National
League of American Penwomen.
' The league has just purchased the
dquaint old home of Mrs. E. D. E. N.
Southworth and will remodel it into
a national home for the league. It
will make the complete library of
Mrs, Southworth, Including all herj
golden-h: and wily

. By SUE McNAMARA. |

of the Clubhouse Committee.

A ‘writer who can commahd ‘the |
allegiance of her 'generation for]
thirty or forty years, as Mrs. South-

opinion

that one could have safely in the
home, the penwomen point out,’
holding that she made a definite
contribution to American literature.

the complete. set of seventy-three
novels written by Mrs. Southworth

Some of the titles of the books'
which ‘brought her fame . and for-

golden-haired | heroines
villains, the center of the home.

fune _are . ‘“The . Phantom Bride,”

worth did, is entitled, in the league's
to permanent recoghition.|
Heér books were always of the tonej

It may surprise many to learn that |

reposes in the Congresslona.l Libmry. i

in the old Georgetown section of  Washington, |
E. D, E. N. Southworth wrote the novels which thrilled!
|| thousands during the latter half of ‘the last century, has been acquired !
! as its permanent home by the National League of American Penwomen
under the leadership of its. President, Mrs. Bonnie Busch (right) of
It will be remodeled under the direction of \Iiss

t




il of t
fll any other volume

: ‘her to start
he room Mrs. South
a library will be preserved and
books  Installed in it. - A roof
‘looking the Potomac, a
and an _ office are
ned by the Pen-|
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THE RAREST BOOK IN AMERICAN
P LITERATURE Rt |

HE recent discovery, in Worcester, Mass.,

of a fifth copy of the first edition of Poe's
“Tamerlane,” published just a century ago,
lends a timely interest to the mystery that
for Kears has surrounded the disappearance
e edition and its publisher. More than

in American belles-
lettres, this particular volume is sought by

!l dealers and collectors, and it is an extraor-
| dinary fact that in the sixty-five years that
| have elapsed since the discovery of the first

copy only five in all have come to light. A
copy sold at auction in New York in 1919
brought $11,600.

The title-page of the tiny book reads, |
“Tamerlane and Other Poems, by a Bos-
tonian,”’ followed by a quotation from
Cowper, the imprint of the publisher, Calvin
F. S. Thomas of Boston, and the date, 1827.
In its original state the book appeared in

| tea-colored wrappers, on the front of which
| | the title-page is repeated. It was the first
| | published performance of Edgar Allan Poe.

Thomas was a job printer at Washington
and State streets, Boston, and may have

|l god-fathered other volumes, although no
| other book bearing his imprint has yet been
| found, How many copies of “Tamerlane’ he
- | printed is not known, but it:is assumed that
| several hundred came from the

ress, and
there is a legend to the effect that, when
only a dozen had been sold, Poe called in
and destroyed the rest. That is a plausible
tale to aceount for the rarity of the volume,
but it rests upon no sure foundation,
Thomas, of no earthly interest save for his

| connection with Poe, is an almost legendary

figure among book collectors. He is known to
have removed to the West and is said to have

~ American Library in [Paris
3 THE library which was established in Paris
g during the World War by a group of
| Americans for the benefit of soldiers has be-
| come a permanent institution, although
| its purpose has changed considerably. In-
stead of providing reading matter and di-
- version for soldiers, it now aims to serve |
. the Americans who live or are traveling in |
 France. Even more important, however,
is its effort to interpret America to Europe |
by providing a large and carefully chosen
| eollection of books, magazines, and periodi-

cals published in the United States. In other
| words, those in charge of the American Li-
 brary in Paris are endeavoring to make it
a place where any person can obtain accurate {
information upon any phase of Ameriean life
‘ —political, social, industrial, agricultural, .
 educational, and religious—with the hope
| of enabling the people of European countries
| to get a more fair and unprejudiced picture
| of the United States.
| The library conducts a training school
| which is directed by the American Library
| Association. Applications have come from
. students in twenty different countries who

)

l
|

diedin Springfield, Ohio, aslateas 1876, where
his daughter, Martha Thomas Booth, was
still living in 1884. There is, however, noth-
ing to indicate that he ever. mentioned an
acquaintanceship with Poe, and many stu-
dents of the problem believe that the author
of “Tamerlane and Other Poems' was
known to him under another name, or by no
name at all, It is to be remembered that the

| book was published anonymously.

The first copy of “Tamerlane” to be dis-
covered is in the British Museum, It was sold
to the museum in 1860 by Henry Stevens of
Vermont, for one shilling, while Stevens was
acting as a sort of agent in America for the-,
museuni authorities, This copy.Jdaeks the
wrappers and has been rebound.

A second copy was found by a Boston
bookseller and sold at auction in 1892, realiz-
ing $1850, It finally found its way together
with another copy into the famous library of
Mr. Henry E. Huntington.

The fourth copy te discovered came to
light about 1914; the lucky finder was P, K,
Foley, a_bookseller. The h and latest
copy to be turned up was tb? possession of
Mrs, A. S. Dodd of Worcester, Mass., and
was sold by Goodspeed's book-shop, of
Boston, for a sum that has not been made
public. It.was presented in 1834 to a girl of
ten, by a friend only slightly older, and is
still in the finest:condition. That still other

. wish to attend the school and becom li-

with tlrelesggn»(hgsxasm.

copies of the excessively rare booklet exist,

*| somewhere, is a fascinating possibility, and

dealers and collectors continue the search

August 18, [927



'~ THE young people of the present day
j»jhve free reading privileges far beyond |
‘those of the young people of half a century
;;o | The free public library is to be found
in hundreds of our cities and towns, and
free reading matter of all kinds is widely
‘circulated. Never was ‘there less excuse
 for »ignom;me‘ than in our day of free edu-
”caﬂon;,agxg@;.trbe public libraries. Mr. An-
. drew Carnegie’s gifts of_free libraries to
hundreds of towns or cities have provided
the best of reading matter for literally mil-
lions of readers, and great memorial free |
libraries are now so common that they do
not attract particular attention. It is worth -
‘while to know something of the history .
of the free library in our country. The
‘ gh‘culatlng library is not a thing of mod-
ern origin. There were libraries of this
' kind in our country more than one hun-
| dred years ago. They were not, however,
ﬁi{q‘e to the general public, nor did the gen-
_eral public contribute to their support.
Usually they were owned by literary so-
cieties or educational organizations, and
‘& small fee was charged for the use of the
. books. Two or three New England towns
have claimed the distinction of having
\established the first free town library in
the United States, but it seems to have been
 clearly established that this distinction be-
“longs to the little town of Peterboro, in
‘New Hampshire. The first free library
came into existence in & beautiful ep-
ironment, for one would find it diffcult |
‘discover a more charming or pictur-
‘esque little village than Peterboro., What
was then known as a social library was |
_established in Peterboro in December of |
‘the year 1799. This social library con-
isted of about one hundred volumes, and |
‘gn’e.vmay be sure that there were very |
few volumes of “light reading” among
them. “Solid reading” was more univer- |
sally in demand than it is to-day. The
Peterboro Social Library existed for about
thir yaara, when interest in it seems to '-
apsed and it went out of existence.
‘boro Library Company was es-
iblished, with an annual membership fee
fitty cents. It accumulated about three
‘hundred books and existed until the year |

13,353;'@‘"11@ its three hundred books were |
‘transferred to the Peterboro Minlsterm‘

Our First Free P

By Morgis Wave

. Now it appears that the State of New
Hampshire had a State literary fund which
was raised by an annual tax on the capital
stock of thé banks of the State. The
original purpose was to use this fund

 for the endowment of a State university,

but in the year 1828 this plan was given
up and the State legislature passed an act |
by the terms of which the fund was to be
divided annually among the several towns
of the State for the “support and main-
tenance of common free schools or othér
purposes of education.” We are told that
it was under this statute that Peterboro
organized the town library, having become
alive to the fact that “other purposes of
education” might easily be construed inte

the establishment of a library. On April |
9 of the year 1833 a vote was passed by |

the town that must always have great sig-
nificance in the history of the free public

library in our country, for on that date
it - was “Voted, that out of the money to be
raised the present year from the State
treasury on account of the literary fund,
80 much be added to the literary fund of
the town as to make the principal thereof |
amount to seven hundred and fitty dollars,
to remain a permanent fund. Voted, that
the remainder of the said fund be appro-
priated the present year. Voted, that the
portion of the literary fund and the inter-
est thereof the present year be divided
among the small districts and applied to
the purchase of books for a town library.
Voted, that a committee of one from each
school district be raised to make the di-
vision and appropriation mentioned in the
foregoing way.” y
It was in this way that the Peterboro
free library came into existence. One may
search American history in vain to dis-
cover a record of any earlier act creating

' a free library. Little old Peterboro was

unquestionably the leader when it came to |
a town voting money for the formation

and the support of a free town library.
There having been some controversy over
the question of the first free library gom-

ing into existence through a vote of the
town, a resident of Peterboro in 1876

| ‘wrote to General Eaton, the commissioner
of education, asking for his opinion in re-
gard to the matter. In reply,” General

| readers.

PETERBORO LIBRARY

{ Eataon‘ said: “S‘o far as ‘the bureau is at

present advised, - Peterboro may, rightly
claim the honor of having established the
first free town library in the United
States.” d

' Other authorities have agreed with this
decision. Indeed, it is asserted that the

. Peterboro library was the first in the

world supported by popular taxation. The
library has been in continuous existence
since it was first established, and it is
to-day one of the best libraries in the
State. It has been housed in a number
of places and did not come into posses-
sion of its present substantial building
until the year 1894. The building was a
gift to the town from a number of pers

' sons, Mrs. Nancy Foster Smith contribut-

ing fifteen thousand dollars of the sum the
building cost. We have not the space for all
of the details relating to the establishment

" of the first of the great chain of free pub-

He libraries that now fairly girdle our
country. We hold them cheaply, regard-
less of the fact that they have been of in-
calenlable value as public educators and
have given lasting pleasure to millions of

{onringent _exnensec 4
FEDERAL LIBRARY ENLARGED.

ashington, Decembe
‘u!wCungreua. generally ranked ds the

third largest collection of b'ooks in the

rid, now eonsists o :
‘Amlotél of 70,000 volumes was added durs |

ai 5 e A0 4
the fiscal year ending jast June
.ixncgcordmg to the annual report of thei

Librarian, made public to-day.

r 6:—The Bbrary im

.
THE BOOK OF GOSPELS OF THE |
CATHEDRAL OF REIMS }

ITERARY treasures of all kinds were lost
I during the late war, particularly in Belgium |
and northern France. Many libraries were |
deliberately burned ; others were damaged by the |
terrible destruction of modern gunfire, and many |
rarities were stolen. But conspiciious among them
was the famous Book of Go ‘pels, not only the
greatest treasure of the Cathedral of Reims but
an object of veneration to the French people and
the Siay race as well, which vanished with the
German army after the battle of the Marne.

Princess Anna of Russia, the Slav consort of
Henry I, brought it into France in the eleventh
century, and thereafter every ruler of France used
it at Reims when he made his vow fo safeguard
the rights and privileges of the Roman Catholi¢
Chureh. King Charles X, the last French King
crowned at Reims, kissed the sacred volume in
sealing his coronation oath in 1825. Peter the Great
of Russia journeyed to Reims to see it, alvxd re-
ceived it while kneeling and pressed it to his lips
and breast. It survived the French wars of a thou-
sand years; it was hidden away during the French
Revolution ; it reappeared with the Bourbon res-
toration in 1815.

The book was written in the Bulgar language
and was magnificently bound with golden cover-
ings set with precious stones. Throughout eastern
Europe it was held in the greatest veneration for
it was the most ancient Slav eopy of the gospels.

When the armistice was signed, Cardinal Lucon
of Reims received the assurance of the Pope that
every possible effort would be made through the
Roman Catholic clergy and the religious orders in
Germany to find the book, and a still wider search
is now quietly going on. Should it be sent into any
of the Allied countries the customs officers at the

-« port of entry will probably intereept it. It is be-

lieved that the book is still in existence and that
ultimately it will be recovered.

¢ 2,614,523 volumes. . . ..



| of m'lnted books of the
Q!w having watched the nes:
from 1,000.000 to 3,000,000
now housed on 46 miles of shelves.
' Sharp, who will celebrate his | Gstli
birthday ‘Dec, 31, will hand overtc

s ‘men of all nat!b
visitors at the
uel Butler.
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}gw«l in the government
thirty years. It was largely

o AwaTd made annually by the
elt Memorial association, on
iversary of the late president’s
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EXECUTIVE DE

Salary of governor
Salary of secretary to the gover
Salary of executive clerk to the
Salary of commission clerk to
Salary of corresponding clerk {
Contingent expenses, executive
cluding newspapers

.....

HIGHWAY DE

Salary of commissioner ,
Traveling expenses of commisy
Salary of assistant commission

i 2

‘I the influences of propaganda of
|/. whatever kind; and the selling of

1 variant in cultural progress.

| of the most important activities in

4§ has been uniformly kept conserva

Ours is adin pl
‘read books, periodicals, paper
want to keep informed. Our stre ]
cars, our railroad trains, our hotel
lobbies operate very literally as
popular libraries, reading rooms.
Bu: a very important gquestion:
has been raised with respect to the,
character of the public's readlng.}
1t seriously is asked: Will the
reading clubs standardize American |
literary tastes? Will they be harm-
ful to the book business in general?
Possibly they will not,"but there
is the danger that this might be so.
The club lends itself perfectly to

books by a club suggests a dubious
The regular book business is one

the Nation. The bookstall is your
liberal and free university, and it

tive. The elements making for dig-
‘ruption of social standards and,
governmental ideas not usunally are
to be found in your legitimate
bookshop. :

*'We buy about 100,000,000 books'
a year, it is estimated, and the

| number of books disposed of by |

clubs is placed at about 2,000,000.
But this club business will grow— |
the growth may become portentous.
It is growing in other countries,
than the United States. Ultimately i
it possibly, perhaps most p;oba.bly,‘1
will influence standardization of'
minds. iis.. et
Of course there is a fight be-
tween the clubs and the legitimate
booksellers. ' The booksellers are
put on their toes, so to speak. It
is probable that they will win in|
the long run—they should. It is
theirs to hold the public mind and
‘thought in econservative freedom.
They will give us the classics; they
will give us the best in science and.
art and philosophy of the depend-
able kind. They should be the Am-
pregnable barrier against t.lle.x!ll.llga
tide of literature of all kinds which
is motivated by sentiment, emotion
and philosophical conclusion not

| helpful to the interest of the Gov-




40 Yeé.rs as’le'ra‘.ri.alul

MISS ALICE 8. TYLER,

FORTY straight years of  library
i work with no break except for
3 . summer vacations, is the record
ot Misu /Alice E. Tyler, who recently

By LILLIAN CAMPBELL,

,,\gcslgned as dean of School of Library
‘Science of Western Reserve university,
Cleyeland.
_ On her resignation, alumni of the
school | gave her a bank book showing
balance to be used in’a trip to
‘Europe,
"But I don't have to0 go right away,
do 17" Miss Tyler asked. “Because
. e R SRR i DR R i B A ]
‘the American Libra,ry association has
‘asked me to write a bool: on teach-
Jing librarianshlp i
' Miss Tyler began her library work
/in Decatur, Ill, where she was born,
. her parents having been pioneers,
,eoming from Kentucky, where her
ndparents had settled from Vir-
nia. Her family connections in-
e two ' United ‘States presidents,
Tyler and James Monroe.
‘She attended . the ‘Illinois Library
0ol and then became cataloguer
for the Cleveland Public library, help-
{ing to install the open shelf system
ich is today being copied through-
_out the world.

In 1900 Miss Tyler became secre-
tary of the Towa cstate library com-

LA SIS

1t th
> cities and larger towns. ¥

1 will be exten;ed as i;qsoon as the hbra;y

AL

o

' the main 1i
. the dacuments ‘haye been removed.

: early encouragen

,!p.lmion expenqmg 13 years traveling |
‘state organizing libraries in |

" She became dean of th
Reserve school in 1918 Dizrmstte;:.
war Miss Tyler was on. the American
Library association staff a.t\ Hoboken,
New York, and after the war she was |/
élected president of the association, ||
the third' woman to hold that ‘honor 1
since ‘its founding, : l I

TR

| Move Dacum;nts
at Public ,«lerary

Space in Ad;oming Bullding' Iq[
illed

< Y

Because of the crowded quarters q,t‘
the Public Library, 40,000 pubhc doc-
uments  were bemg moved Monday
to the sixth floor of the Enquire;
Building. Metal cases are ready tog
receive the documents in their nevg}
storage room, Which has 3,387 feet)
of floor space. .

In this annex q,reacung room twegr
ty feet square been prepared
those who wish to consult the do;liﬁ
ments. Miss Katherine Strong
be in charge of the bxan ch, with Miss
Jessié Gregg as as tant At first,
the room will be open to the public
from-12:30 to 5 p. m, and the hours

do so.
ment, of departments ir
ary will take place whe:

finds it pos
A rearrange

T

| These measures will give partial re-
lief to the congestion of the library,
‘although the number of books con-
tinually flowing in makes its eﬂ'ectg
only temporary, it is sa.id
W

ot o i

i .lune 28,1829 -;;_'-; e
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WII..LIAM CUI.J..EN BRYANT {
America’s first famous poet, was |
born on Nov. 3, 1794, His fa_ther,_{
was a man of scholarship and a
lover of books so t};\%t i:;he boy had ’

€

. When he was 10 years old
g‘gnhad- already . begun to write

direc-

DOSEIY. T R R i T R




History of Anciant Religion'
’ Written on Goatskm

OBIGAGO, Oetober 30-—(1?)——'1‘!10‘ f

vustwn Syriac manuscripts, believed |

| to contain most of the religious| |

 knowledge of the era between the
| fourth and tenth centuries, A. D,
hnve arrived at the University of
cago and will ‘be deciphered. The
id_?he.\'ln university officials
ot probably “will take at least ten
, and perhaps fifteen.
Ono of the volumes measures 25

AN AERIAL VIEW OF THE
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
ESIDE possessing the magnificent
Library of Congress, one of the most

by 18 inches, weighs 50 pounds and
contains 622 pages, with 100,000 writ=
.ten ‘lines. It is entitled “Collection
| of Selected Discourses of All Kinds
boﬁ‘ ‘the Feasts Composed- by Or-

o x* Holy Fathers,” and is de-
| -voted largely to sermons by the clergy
of the Eastern church. Works by
| Jacob Edessa, who flourished about
L A;'D,, and was one of the most

ed men'' of ma day, occupy half

the volume. Nothing in the book is||
than 850 A. D. and some of |
thebmatem.l goes. back before 400 |
A. i
‘The smaller volume is a compendi-
um of liturgical acts, songs and Bible |

-andcontamsasooonnes 8|

extensive collections of volumes in the
world, the city of Washington, B. C.,
boasts about 200 Ilibraries, with more
than 9,000,000 books on their shelves be=
side manuscripts, maps, photographs, an=-
clent tomes, and historical records. ’

The Library of Congress lends books
to all other libraries in the city, and au~
tomobile vans of a special type are used
by officials of the library to distribute
and collect books loaned.

Attached to the War Department is
| the Army Medical Library, the largest in-
stitution of its kind in the world. In
this institution there are 281,139 bound
volumes, 390,822 pamphlets, 1,608 cur~
rent files of medical journals, and 7472

‘readings for every day of the year| medical and surgical photographs.

Other large libraries include that of

the most valuable portions the Department of Agriculture, with
200,000 volumes; the library of the for=-
est service, which has about 200,000 vol-

o! the manuscripts in the second vol- |

| ume, Prof. Sprengling said, are rec- k

lords of sermens by St. Chrysosf.om | umes;

the Department, of Comrmerce

land of sermon on the vision of Eze- | Library, with 110,000 books and pam-

-~
mthe Scnpm

October 30, 1929 e
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A Remarlmble Ltbrary

Boston has a circulating theological

books in its possession, it loans twenty thou- |

which are believed to take up all| phlets, and the patent ofice collection
knowledge of that day relatins of 105,000 volumes.

The Department, of Justice has one of

' the greatest collections of legal books

and documents in the country and is one
of several law libraries in the capital.

books,

In the Library of Congress are 3,625,000
1,015,000 maps, 1,025,000 pieces

and volumes of music, 465,000 prints,
library, the only one of its kind that iS and an almost countless collection of

known to exist. With twenty thousand 'manuscripts.

1
sand volumes a year, and loans them only_
_to ministers, of the various denominations, .

in the six states of New England. The
cost of transportatlon is paid by the library,
and this expense is estimated at one thou-
sand five hundred dollars a year. Thus a
practical working collection of the best
and latest volumes dealing with subjects of
value to the clergy—sociology, history,
science, biology, and homiletics—is acces-
51ble to the ministry of New England.

* A MAN WHo Db a great and useful work
in_putting the world’s literature into books
at once attractive and moderate in price dled ‘
in England recently. His name was J.
Dent, and his famous “Everyman’s lerary
—prototype of several other similar under-
takings—contains nearly eight hundred
titles and has sold to the extent of twenty

. million copies. More than once he has printed

|

books the sale of which did not seem hke}y

| to meet the cost of publication. “If it's a

' good book,” he would say, “and students

want it cheap. they should have ll’, proﬁt or
no profit.”

July 22z, 1926
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