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created and we share with the largest possible justice and equal-
ity or something is wrong, and we protest. I am inclined to
think that we must admit that we protest a little more quickly
and more vigorously when we do not share equally than when
wo do not contribute equally! But the principle remains that -
we share alike in the contribution and creation of the fund and
in the distribution of the fund.

We come together and name gentlemen who shall act as
referees in case of difficulty or misunderstanding, or estrange-
ment between friend and friend, and neighbor and neighbor,
and some more not quite so friendly and neighborly. We call
these gentlemen our judiciary.

We send representatives to a given place in each state or
¢ity, to create and enact statutes or laws. We send them because
there are too many of us to go to one place, it is too distant, we
are too busy. We send them there as representatives, and we
" ‘ ought not to depart quite as much as we do from the eardinal
meaning of that word. We forget some times that they fail to
represent anything that is worth while, It is time for us to go
back to the old meaning, and assert that a body of men sitting
as a legislature shall represent the people of the state, in every
sense of the word. We send them there to enact laws, to create
statutes. What are statutes or laws? Every four corners de-
bating club has its constitution and by-laws. You eannot or-
ganize five people in the United States, without Constitution
and By-laws! That is the nature of our people; What are
1 these? They are regulations established to proteet and advance
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the interests of all members, and thus to advance the interests
of the organization. What are the statutes of a state? They
are the Constitution and the By-laws, by which this great fed-
eration, this great combination of interests, this great co-opera-
tive scheme, this great civie corporation, advances the interests
of each member, protects the interests of each member, and thus
advances the interest of all. If the statutes are not this, then
they are unworthy a place upon the books. The only reason
why the printed code is as thick as that (illustrating), and the
book which contains the Constitution and By-laws of the debat-
“ing club is only as thick as my finger, is the larger membership of
the state organization, and the greater number of interests to
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be protected and advanced. Again let us remember that on that
statute book there is never to appear one solitary line in private
interest or in private behalf.

We are all liable for the preservation of law and order,
every man born under the stars and stripes is born a policeman
—and some men who were not born under the stars and stripes
seem to be born policemen! We are all liable to be drawn into
the sheriff’s posse, and every able bodied adult is liable to be
‘‘grafted into the army.”’

We send to a given place, Washington, those who are the
directors of this great corporation. We call them Congressmen.
They go there to direct the affairs of the corporation in behalf
of the stockholders and not to labor for themselves. If any
member of congress, any one of these directors, so far forgets
himself as to be found acting in his own interest or in private
interests, instead of in your interest and mine, for we are the
stockholders in this great undertaking,—then the quicker he is
called down and home, the better.

We put at the head of this great corporation a man whom
we call President. We give him the same title that we give to
the man who stands at the head of a great railway corporation,
or at the head of a great productive corporation, manufacturing
corporation, any corporation—President. The states are the
separate work shops, each doing its own work in its own way,
wisely subordinated to general control.

There is a very simple statement of the fundamentals of
civies in this country. It is not socialism, pure and simple, be-
cause I, for one, do not believe that socialism pure and simple
will ever come to this country, or to any other free country, in
your day and in mine at least. It is not communism, because
it stands by and advances the interest of the individual and de-
velops the individual, while communism tends to reduce to a
common level. It is not nihilism, let us thank God it is not that!
because it is constructive and not destructive. But it is the very
best illustration that the world has ever seen, of practical co-
operation in civic affairs. It is not perfect, the finger marks of
the old Adam are on it, and I am very thankful to see the finger
marks of old Eve getting upon it! But there is enough of that
which is divine in it, through it, around it, under it, directing



GENERAL FEDERATION OF WOMEN'’S CLUBS

it and inspiring it, to make good that scornful remark of the old
French Abbe that it seemed to him that there was ‘““a sort of
special Providence that looked after old women and little chil-
dren and the people of the United States.”’

Now what is the power preservative in that organization?
Leaders? Leaders there must always be. But all history shows
that no leader ever yet wrote his name high upon the seroll of
fame unless he had back of him an intelligent following. It is
the following that makes for success, with us it has always been
the following that has made for success. Political parties? Yes,
these must always exist, but we sometimes forget they are not
the end, they are simply the means of exercising the power
preservative. The unit of power with us is the individual eiti-
zen, the individual man, the individual woman; and the indi-
vidual citizen is the power preservative. Nothing other.

‘We have carried this scheme of co-operation, this great po-
litical combination, farther and more successfully than any
other people in the world. Because we have carried it so far,
in every sense of the words we are the most successful people in
the world. As an illustration take the exploitation of the ma-
terial resources of the country. These resources were all here
thousands of years ago, we have not put any iron or coat or oil
beneath the soil. We have not created any forests, rather have
we destroyed them by thousands of acres in the most foolish and
careless way. In certain parts of the country we have added
somewhat perhaps to the strength of the soil. But, generally
speaking, these resources were all here a thousand years ago.
The development of these resourees has been due entirely to this
recognition of the place and the value, the desire, the ambition,
of every person; to a giving of right of way, of freedom to fol-
low the way after it has been chosen, to every person. This it
is which has made us so marvelously successful in the develop-
ment of these resources. This is more wonderful than the re-
sources themselves. |

May I step aside a moment to note another confluent stream

“that will help us find the publiec library? Every nation and

every century has a hall mark of its own. We know it by cer-
tain outward signs. The current of human life and thought, of
human ambition and endeavor, seems to be in a specific direc-
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tion. And so we speak of the Iron Age, the Age of Steel, the
Golden Age, the Period of Discovery, the Age of Invention, the
Age of Steam, the Age of Electricity. Now in this century we
have come into an Age of Power. There has never been mani-
fested in the history of the world the power which has been
manifested in this country, which is being manifested today,
which is to manifest itself still more remarkably as the years go
by. Power of the individual manifest through organization as
never known before, power of the organization because of the
power of the individual. It is a eentury of power, power that
is large, and strenuous, and hopeful, and free. There is noth-
ing pessimistic about it. There is not a single natural-born
pessimist in this country. An age large and strenuous and hope-
ful and free.

But all history shows that power which is large and free is
absolutely dangerous and destructive, except in an individual
who is intelligent and has stern self-control, except in a com-
munity that has itself in intelligent and stern self-control. If
power becomes destructive, and it is so, if in the organization it
overreaches, and it does overreach; if in the individual it is for-
getful and heedless of the rights of others, and there is that for-
getfulness; if these things happen today, it is because of a lack
of intelligence, a lack of self-control, a lack of that general fund-
amental thing which we call character, which is the one only
thing upon which the perpetuity of nations can be safely
founded.

Now, how have we undertaken to secure the intelligent rec-
ognition and acceptance, and the wise administration, of the
privileges and duties and responsibilities, of the opportunities,
of this civilization which we have created in this new land?
Well, we started in a very early day with the common school.
I do not mean for a moment to say that we knew what we were
doing when we began that common school. To say that those
who organized public schools knew what their future was to be,
is giving them far too much credit. The public schools of today
are the result of a magnificent answer to a very intelligent and
growing public demand. They have grown with our growth, to
meet the necessities of our life, and because of that form of
growth there is no danger of any backward turning. We have
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not created the public schools for a class, but for all. We

~ have not created them for the few, but for the many. We have

not created them for the individual, but for the community.
Have you ever stopped to think of that? We have no thought
of levying a tax to educate John, and Peter, and Louisa, as
such. We really know nothing about John, Peter and Louisa as
such. To try to be philosophical and metaphysical, of the John-
ity of John, the Petricity of Peter, and the Louisaosity of
Louisa, we know little indeed. We levy the tax for public edu-
cation precisely, as we levy every other tax, not because the tax-
payer is to receive something, not because the tax-payer desires
something, but because the community is to receive something,
and the community desires something. We tax thousands of
people for roads who never walk upon them or ride upon them;
in a hundred ways we levy taxes, and never dream of making a
definite return in proportion to the amount of the payment. We
levy the tax because the community desires something in re-
turn. We need to keep that in mind in connection with all the
work that we are doing for the public schools.

The community desires character and intelligence on the
part of those who are to serve the community, and God has so
made us that our own highest success is bound up indissolubly
with the success of every other person. We cannot stand apart
if we would. By the conditions of life in this country, we are
made to stand together; because we have created a civilization,
a Western civilization, which is nothing more or less than the
condition or art of living together in mutual helpfulness. Be-
cause we have created that condition, that civilization, we need
the intelligent development of every unit in society.

‘We have created the public schools to do that work, and we
have been doing some superb work. We have pushed along
rapidly. How far have we gone? We have gone almost through
common fractions! Almost, not quite! Very near! We are
giving today to the children of the United States just a shade
more than five school-years of education, on the average. That
is what the average boy and girl in this country gets out of
public education,—an average of 5.4 school years, according to
the last official report. Do you believe that is a sufficiently
wide opening through which to send men and women who will
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successfully carry the burdens and responsibilities of our social
and civie life?

Somewhere there must be a force at work which will go be-
yond the public school, which will supplement the publie school,
which will advance the work of publiec school and carry it
farther than the public school has been able to carry it. At the
best this only reaches fundamentals and youths, and early youth
at that. Where shall we go for the more difficult, the more ab-
struse things of life? How shall we face the larger problems
of middle life, and later life?

Have you followed me thus far? Now we have found the
public library! The success of the public library from now
on lies in your considering it an integral part of the great public
scheme of free education, just as integral a part as the schools
themselves. You cannot levy a lawful tax for a library today
unless you levy it upon the same basis that you levy the taxes
for your schools, because the community needs something. Not
because some few people want to read the latest novel, but be-
cause the community needs inspiration and uplift, because the

community must be made wide between the eyes, because the

community must understand the difference between the small
thing and the great, the unimportant and the important, and

. know where it shall bend its energies. All this the community

needs, and each individual in the community needs, and because
of that need, we have the public library.
The public library is following right in the path of the pub-

~ lic school. I once heard an army officer say that when he was
- a boy, 50 years ago, in Central New York, he was flogged by his
. father; and he took his flogging like a little man, because he
- said he would not go to the ‘‘pauper school.”” The public school
~ was the pauper school! Even later than that, some people
- looked upon the public school with a sort of patronizing air,
| as though it was something the wealthier were giving out to

. their poorer neighbors. A public school that is considered
. simply a barley loaf thrust out to the deserving poor makes

paupers, not American citizens; and we have been making
American citizens all these years, and not paupers.

~ The public library began and followed step by step this
history of the public school. It began as a fee library, just as
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the public schools began as fee schools, and not free schools. It
was supported by a few of the more wealthy people who had good
enough libraries of their own and who tried to give some of
the poorer people a few books that they might read. We began by
electing as school teachers, those who were hardly competent to
do anything else. That was only too true in too many districts.
But the teachers of the public schools have come into better
ways and methods and standing in their community. We began
by selecting, as librarians, dear old ladies who ‘would see that
the books did not get down off the shelves and wander out
through the door and get lost. Such a thing as intelligent ad-
ministration of a library was not thought of. Today we know
that the librarian ought to be the most influential factor in
the community. It is a fine thing to get a woman of culture,
training, and refinement, and put back of her some of the best
men and the best women in the world. and the best books are
simply the best men and women at their best. Never forget
this individuality of the book, the library assembles these best
men and women, and puts them at the service of the entire com-
munity, through all adult life. The library has come to stand
forever for information and inspiration and uplift, magnificent
factor in every community in the land.

Have we found it? Have you followed me until you see
that it is an integral part of our great scheme of public edu-
cation; education which we have undertaken for the sake of the
public, not for the sake of the child, which we have under- !
taken because we desire something, we need something, and not
because he needs or desires something; which we have under-
taken and in which we are most successful, because the desires,
the intelligent desires, of the individual may run side by side |
and forever be intertwined with the desires, the intelligent de-
sires of the community. That is what we are doing today with
the public library, that is its place and value. Wherever there
is a publie school, there ought to be a public library. Wherever
there is a public school there will be a public library. It is
sure to come in its day.

My friends, we are successful as a nation, and we occupy a
high place among the nations of the earth today, because we are
intelligent and sane, and wise, and free, but we are intelligent,
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andme,_npdwiu,bee;nuwem,free,mdwemfreemd
can only remain free as long as we are sane and wise and in-

telligent.

REPORT OF CIVIL SERVICE REFORM COMMITTEE.

MISS ANNA LEWIS CLARK, CHAIRMAN, BOONVILLE, MO.

MRES. CHARLOTTE EMERSON MAIN, VICE-CHATRMAN, 2009
MASSACHUSETTS AVE., WASHINGTON, D. C.

MRS, SUSAN C. BANCROFT, STATE HOSPITAL, CONCORD, N. H.

MRS. E. J. DOCKERY, 1124 FRANKLIN ST., BOISE, IDAHO.

MRS. J. K. OTTLEY, 527 PEACHTREE ST, ATLANTA, GA.

MRS, BELLE M. PERRY, CHARLOTTE, MICH.

MRS, JULIA B. PERRY, SUPT. GIRLS’ INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL,
BELOIT, KAS.

BOARD MEMBER, MRS. KINSEY.

(Presented by Miss Clark.)

MapaM PRreSIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE CONVENTION :
During the last Biennial the work of this Committee has seemed
to grow in interest and power each month. There is a stronger
desire on the part of women to work for the public welfare.
They are more eager for knowlege how to make this work tell.
They are beginning to feel their responsibility to a public opin-
ion, which will demand a public service chosen for fitness only,
and which will have honest concepts of duty to its public work.
They are beginning not only to appreciate the ‘‘Husband’s
Hour,”’” but also the power of organized womanhood in in-
fluencing the commonwealth.

Still I am unable to report a large advance in the num-
ber of clubs which have taken up the work of this committee
since the report of the last Biennial. In that report there were
22 State Federations having committees on Civil Service Re-
form; there are now 26, with about the same number of clubs,
entrusting the work to other committees. There are 97 indi-
vidual elubs with Civil Service Reform Committees. When we
contrast these numbers with that of other committees, for in-
stance, 41 State Federations, 504 individual elubs with com-
mittees on Civies; 47 State Federations, 365 clubs with commit-
tees on Education; 38 Federations, 147 clubs with committees
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on Forestry ; 36 Federations, 135 with committees ou « use Food;

31 Federations, 139 clubs with committees on Child Labor, one
can see that the work for Civil Service Reform does not grow as

it should considering its importance, and its erying necessity.

For it is true as Miss Perkins writes, that this Committee is really
the keystone of the arch which upholds all the work of the other
committees as they attempt to bridge the distance between the

enacted laws, and the public weal. What need is there in pass-

ing good laws to protect and foster the life that is to be lived in

this country of ours, unless the officers who administer these

laws are tried public servants who have proven their fitness,

honesty, and trustworthiness in carrying out the provisions of

the special law to which their services are attached?

If there is no law by which this condition of things can be
brought about, women should bestir themselves to have one
enacted or otherwise their work for Civies, Child Labor, Edu-
cation, ete., will go for naught—simply giving more offices to
the spoilsman.

I have watched with a deal of interest the part women have
been taking in different states for this great movement for
Prohibition. I have been told, and I know it is true, that two-
thirds, if not more, of the successful vote for Prohibition is due
to the untiring efforts of women who have stood near the -poles
in sunshine and in rain trading smiles and food for votes. :

‘Were you to ask these women to work for Civil Service Re-
form, some I know would shrink back and say—‘‘I can’t for
it is polities! This goblin might eat up my womanly sphere
as well as spear.”” And yet without officers pledged to carry
out the law, will Prohibition prohibit? Again, many women
think that this service which they render for Prohibition is a
religious duty which is to be performed at the greatest per-
sonal self-sacrifice. Is not some sacrifice required at the bar
of conscience to procure, for the safety of the home and the
children thereof, for the insane, for the helpless, the weak of
will, a civil list of state, city, and country officers who will first
prepare themselves for the duty imposed, and then in the fear
of God faithfully perform the funections of the law.

For what ean be grander than this work for pure politics, for
overcoming the greed of the Spoils System by the Merit System, |
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Magnificent Library of Congress.

This is the showhouse of the national capital and is particularly brilliant
at night. The building cost upward of $6,000,000. It contains 1,500,000
volumcs,
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issue qf “the. Mentor, wherein the writer
enumerates some well-known and famous “
books in American and English hterature;‘,
whmﬁ their authors regarded with eontempt
and were sure would meet with no recogni- |
tion o ‘popularity whatever.

After Daniel Defoe had written “Robinson %
Crusoé(” he looked upon the work very %
dubmusly and felt that he had made a mis-
take, for he believed his talent lay more in the
field of political essays. Never for a moment, |
did he dream that the book would become an |
immortal favorite.

“Loma Doone” came near dying soon after |
it. was born, so to speak, for so few capies |
were sold that the publishers became dis-
€o ‘and packed up the remainder in
boxes, storing them in a basement, after

labelmg them “dead loss.”” They told the
author, R. D. Blackmore, that it was un-
fortunate he had spent his time on such a
book, and he agreed with them. Then, after
several years had passed, an English princess |
became engaged to the Marquis of Lorne,
and interest m the name suddenly reminded
the public that thece was a mnovel called |
“Lorna Doone.” People began to ask for the
book, and to the great astonishment of both
pubhshers and author, a sale began that has
continued ever since.

It is said that Thackeray’s chief ambition
was to write a play and that he regarded
most of his novels as trivial affairs which
would soon be forgotten. Samuel Johnson,
t0o, scoffed at the idea of his famous “Ras- |
selas” ing read very widely or taken

He himself considered it a piece
of “pot-boﬂmg » for he wrote it simply to
| raise money to pay his mother’s funeral ex-

And Hans Christian Anderson, that im-
mortal teller of fairy tales who has been »
popular with three generations of children, |
once told a friend that his stories were |
“gs good as nothing.” He had hoped that ‘
his fame would rest on an obscure epic poem
and a novel called “Two Baronesses,” which l
to-day are almost unheard of.

Another quee: turn: of fate made a book
which Robert Louis Stevenson began in an
idle moment, merely as a kind of game to
entertain his fifteen-year-old stepson, one of

most famous of all his works—“Treasure
Island.” Steverson had been drawing maps
with colored pencils, and as he went along
he made up a kind of mystery story. He

j wromdownaporuonafsheswryandthen
put it aside as hopeless.

ever beoommg popular.

S

do a “glrl’s book. Mms

Later on, even after ' r i
it was finished, he was very dubious about, 1ta (

though very unwillingly. 1
sort of thing,” she told a friend. .

enjoy
“I never |

understood girls particula:ly and don’t know |
' much about them, except my own uiste.s. |

| I suppose I can wiite down ou. queer plays
and expesences; they may prove inter-
esting, but I doubt it.” Just how interesting
they did prove to thousands of Ameiican

lgxrlsandyoungwomenwasageatsummbe

both to Miss Alcott and her publisher.
Another famous hook by an Awmerican,
| “Ben Hur,” likewise had a veiy pooritart
Although it appeared in 1880, it received
scarcely ‘any attention for several years, and

its author, General Lew Wallace, became

reconciled to its complete oblivion. Then
President Garfield read it and praised it'so

! highly that people everywhere began asking |

for it. Since then the story has been: pre-
sented on stage and screen and has proved
so popular that the Wallace estate still con-

| tinues to derive revenue from its sale.

Among comparatively recent beoks, more-

startled both its author and publisher.
Shortly after he had'sent the manuseript of
“Main - Street”’ to the publishee, Sinclair
Iewmeonﬁdedtoafnendthathehadmadea
mistake in writing such a book, for he was

~ sure that no one would cver read it. Aan- |

prise was mdeed in store for him!

| over, is one whose phenomenal popularity
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are distinctive about Chi-
st “public library: Tt was
~ Englishman, Thomas
.of “Tom Brown's School
was first housed in an old
at stood on top of the
- hall erected after the
¢ fire in 1871. gl
Tughes visited ~Chicago a few
. tmh:ii;:i fire. d‘uy:;ren n& he,art;l
l ng to the eity,
‘ g&%ﬂ of the loss of the library,
matter of faet Chicago did not
Iie library before the fire.

Miuh author dxd not
h ‘;iknte ested

d at once he

- which, lndependedﬁ;
of every other e
- gideration, mn st
. ever power
affect the diﬁeunt
branches of

an autogruph
copy of “The Bar.
ly Years of ﬂil’_
Prince Co o
the memoirs o
- husband. She
seribed it Nov. 3
1871, five we
‘after the fire, A g
. of the great Brit- |
ish- authors of the'|
day contrlbuted antagruphed ‘copies oﬁf
itheir works. Oxford and Camb
Universities furnished ‘handsome - bir
ings of polished calf for many of ﬂw
most important volumes. The English
governmenf also contributed, so )
when Mr. Hughes had his collection to-
gether he, had obtained 12,000 vo nes
as the nucleus for Ohiclgor'i )
When the valuable books bem to ar-
rive in Chicago the city officials were
perplexed what to do. They did not
have a library building. The eity had
1o legal authority to maintain a 1
‘Mayor Joseph Medill ealled a number |
of prominent citizens into conference,

Ar- | This committee coneceived . t§ “idea
d| using a water tank saved from the

which m-plaeod on. tog of the hg
dams Str ehhg e;ta&wha
( e res 0

s Bollding. Tog. tank stoed

2
.

%e luuth'sxde, *
as Q‘MPPY :
00.

ties to public. hbranig

taxes. '.l'he tank was then roofed
Hdh was construeted, a. mq»
side for a door, and shelves

bmtm around the curving sic o

found to have a '. :' of.

buil
for 18,000 volumes. Here, on
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