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'THE LIMA PUBLIC LIBRARY, a Carnegie institution, contains 20,000
volumes. —Adon
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BOOKS AND BLUNDERS

have tc cultivate their wits as well as a
knowledge of literature if they are to serve
successfully many of their forgetful or muddle-
headed patrons, who ask for queer things. Some
new examples of the problems of librarians have
recently been given in the Boston papers.
Not long ago a determined lady made the
round of the Boston bookstores inquiring for
something that sounded like ‘“My-less-ton-ees.”’
In one place they thought she meant a disease;
in another—probably with Miltiades in mind—

Roman general. But, the book was to be found

= 1| nally the exasperated lady discovered it on a
e counter, and it was the play, Milestones!
At another Boston bookstore a small boy

it wasn’t a lady,—but Mr. Ida that wrote the
book he wanted. He thought it was f

' Ida. He was quickly supphed with Q,
of Flanders. it

That was an easy guess. It is harder when the
error is one of analogy or phraseology, when by
|l a natural mental twist the purchaser asks for
' something very much like what he wants. A
| customer was baffled for some time in his search
, for a novel entitled the Next Turn, though he

; clever clerk suggested the Kingdom Round the
Corner, and that was it. India on the March is

Marching in India. An insistent person who
wanted ‘“Noyes’s book on astronomy’’ was at

Watchers of the Sky. Another who wanted
‘ol Let's Talk About It, by Gibbons, was satisfied
I to accept Now It Can Be Told, by Sir Philip

. Gibbs. ;

All the mistakes are not on the side of the
purchaser and reader, however. It is not his
fault when Leaves of Grass gets tucked upon
the shelves'with botanical treatises, as happened
the other day; nor when, as librarians whisper

Portrait 6f a Lady under art; Miss Temple

| and—with a complimentary optimism that
: th
:ﬁx sl;oéxhli) 4 ap;{]xﬁ;uaiteﬁ—:vsir %s;mes Barrie’g
armin ay at Eve
under domesti¢ scien i o Knovvp

LBRARIANS and elerks in hbookstores |

they thought she meant some ancient Greek or

neither under medicine nor under history. Fi- -

i
b wanted Ida’s dog book. No, not Ida anybody,—

"insisted that it was recent and popular, until a

3,
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asked for as Keeping Step with India and |

last very dubiously offered instead Mr. Alfred |
Noyes's poems and pounced triumphantly upon |

has happened at times, Poe’s Gold Bug and the |
| Pit and the Pendulum are classified respectively .
under entomology and horology ; Henry James's |

Railev’s the Trumpeter Swan under ornithology; *




MILLICENT LIBRARY, AT FAIRHAVEN, BUILT BY MR,
ROGERS IN MEMORY OF HIS DAUGHTER.

Born in‘ the villagevof” Fa_irhaven, Mass.

© INTERATIONAL FILM SERVICE, ING

HE next time you pass the new
library in your town pause a
moment and think what it showld

. mean to your community, and if it

doesn’t yet mean all it should, see
what you can do to make it. For
it’s more than a building; it’s the
heart of a man—of Andrew Car-
negie—and of this woman, too—
his wife.




The Grea‘z‘ Readmg Room Resemb[es a Legislative Chamber

HE lerary of Congress at Wash- i
- ington, regarded as one of the most |
~ —% heautiful pieces of architecture in ‘|
_the world, is also one of the three larg- |
“est libraries. The other two are the
liotheque Nationale, of France, and
British Museum. However, if our
ry continues to grow as it has in
nt decades it may some day be the
Jargest in the world. Its librarian of a
“half century ago predicted that by 1975
tﬁe library would contain 2,500,000 vol-
umes, while today, 46 years before the
time set, it contains around 3,800,000
~ volumes.
~ Founded in 1800, the library has
 twice suffered by’ ﬁre, in 1814 and 1851.
The building was completed in 1897 at |
~a cost of some $6,000,000, besides a half |
million for the ground Of the Italian
Renaissance order of architecture, the
building has three stories, with a dome,
and covers nearly three and a- half
.:'_,_acres. ‘With its 2,000 wmdows, it is |
the best lighted library in the world, |
; Is the fact that the French
r 600 ‘years depended solely ‘

| rian’s discretion.

‘on the sun’s Tays for 1U8 Hgnt. T Elec-
tricity was installed there only a few
years ago.

Under the hbrarlanshlp of Herbert
Putnam wonderful strides have been
made by the Library of Congress in the

last 30 years. Ong of the ‘biggest gams
made was the creation of the Library
of Congress Trust Fund Board in 1926
which made it possible to receive gifts
without having to unwind government-
al red tape. “Honorariums” also were
made possible, which means that addi-
_tional payments may be made to em-’

ployees out of the fund, at the libra-
By this means spe-
cialists may be engaged for important
positions and held onto when they are
tempted by large salary offers outsxde
‘the government.

Large donativas by individuals have
made it possible to establish “chairs”
similar to those at universities. Mrs.
Frederic Coolidge’s (no relation to
Calvm) endowment for the erection of
a music hall within the library court
started the money ball rollmg Her gift."



_Arrangement of Bookshelves “,. du Library of Congress

rma,de possible a *chair” m music.” A" g = e el
“second “chair” was established in TR
| American history through a gift by Wil- SO UNUSUAL .]l
| liam Evarts Benjamin, and a third | PO A s .
| “chair” for the fine arts was made pos- ? d,f 'éﬁngm;,:ﬂ dﬁfbr::;;mm -
' sible by 4 gift from the Carnegie Corp. || - Nack—Why, a Congressman wane |
| Altogether the library now has at its & dered in! ;
| disposal more than $2,000,000 in gifts £ )
from private sources.

Special collections acquired by the
library have been Thomas Jeflerson’s Some of the Biggest,

i

| Library, the Force Historical Collection : .

in 1865, Smithsonian Library in 1867 | Oldest, Costliest Things
gg@the Toner Collection of Washing- f TaE largest library is the National, in
toniana in 1882. The library possesses . Paris, which contains three million books.

| the originals of the Declaration of In- |  The tallest monument is in Washington,
' dependence and Constitution of the | D.C. Itis five hundred and fifty-five feet
United States and all papers collected , high.

by the State Department relating to f The highest chimney is in Glasgow, Seot-
 these two documents and all papers re- land, and is four hundred and seventy-four
' Jating to the congress of the confedera- 1 feet high.

tion. There are also collections of man- |  The deepest coal mine is near Lambert,
; mcril)’ts of our past presidents. Al Bplgium, and is® thirty-five hundred feet
 prolific source of accessions ‘has been | high. g
the copyright.system, ‘which requires i The largest monolith is in Egypt—one

" the deposit of two copies of every copy- hundred and six feet.
; mgehteg work. v e o ol The biggest dock is at Cardiff, Wales.

: The strongest electric light is at. the
¥ September 14, 1929 | Sydney lighthouse, Australia.
) The greatest bank is the Bank of Eng-"

land, London. )
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5 ,restgned yester-
" his connection
hich he had
€ h direction to
8 !is sizé since May

work had grown too heavy.
nd that he wished to have
vote to some special work.
é‘ped that he could continue
ion with the Public Li-

t
¢ tion, and with.
e unassured for such a.‘
ges said he felt)
Jm‘lgez* b'ear, the

led suddenly several
From that time no one
syer heen a‘ppointed to take thel§

the 'Assistant Librarian.
used an increased amount of
d responsibility to devolve

; | dreams of having ||
'an appoin&ed to thef
ang; o could have been
d in. the work under the Li-|{
lag. so that wheh Mr. Hodges

e equipped and experienced
th:e w,or”k “without inter- |

Prea!d‘ent of the Board of
s of the leraty, Charles W.
/said ' he heard  Mr.
request with great regret.

L stand d‘of excellence un-

'two years at Heidelberg in th stu
4 of physics and" chemlstry i

| brary and afterward was elected by
| the corporation of Harvard Univer-
| sity to a life place in the library of |

. Washington T. Porter, who was re-

‘I succeed himselt on the board for an-

ge has brought our library L

AW, Whelpley, in 1900. Mr. Ho
was a graduate from the Harva
University, class of 1874. He spent

elected a Fellow of the America
Academy of Arts and Sciences in
1879, a member of the American |
Associatlon for the Aﬁvancement ot [
Science, a fellow of the same so-|
ciety, ' for tem  years  editor

Science. He entered the libr

service in the New York Public Li-

that institution.

There were only 34,108 borrcrw'ers
when Mr. Hodges éame here’in 1800
‘and a circulation of 511,108, 'Foday
there are 109,330 borrowers and a
circulation of 2,090,000. There are|
today eleven large branches, fifteen
mall bmnches and 300 other librar?r
g.otivities in successful opera.ﬁ{cn ;~

The President of the board
| pointed a committge to be called in
two weeks to' discuss the appoint-
ment of a successor to Mr. Hodges.

‘appointed by the Univeraity Board to

other three years, will'go East next
eek to atténd the An‘l‘erican bemry
iation. .
ermission to plant a tree on
Memnrlal Day in the Avondale ILi-
brary yard in henor of William Mar-
tieu, Chairman of Troop Committee
_of Troop 11 of Boy ' Scouts, was
sra,nted,,_ and Secretary“ Clarence
‘Stanley was instructéd to select the
tree and location for its planti i
A letter of appreciation of the xift
' of a catalogue of the Lloyd ‘Library
was ordered sgnt to Johrg Liloya.




THE ALUMNI LIBRARY a.t Kenyon College, \Gambier, Ohio.

YTHE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS.”
. John Bunyan died in 1688, the
i vear of ‘the great revolution under
illam of Orange. John Wesley
oke into the Established Church
1740, and between these two dates
there was experienced one of the
reatest spiritual evolutions of his-

ry.

%) \{’lth Bunyan, the inspired tinker
.- Bedford, first saw the light of day
ireligion was in a bad way in the
"British Isles. It was about as low
‘down as it could get, spiritually
peaking It was largely an affair
of half-believed creeds and soulless
ceremonies. There was but little
isinceriyt in the worship. The pulpit
ad degenerated to the point where
‘the sermon was a mockery in its
shallowness and heartless and the
gervice was but so much perfunctory
genuflection and pious mumbling.

If the Lord Jesus had come to
'the England of the Seventeenth -Cen-
tury he would have found but little
lto jrejoice over. Instead of a living
I Christianity he would have found a
moribund paganism that was but a
parody on the Gospel.

The aforesaid tinker, at the age
of 17, was serving in the army; by
permitting a fellow-soldier to take
ihis plaee one night as sentinel he
escaped death, and, regarding the
lescape as a direct interposition of
Divine Providence, he began think-
ng about religion, became a mono-
maniac upon the subject and went
hither and thither preaching with-
t the least regard to the rules and

ations of the Established

| TheWorld s Epoch-Making Books

By Thomas Bragg

.:.’_’/

He was thrown into Bedford Jail,
and while a prisoner there wrote
‘“The Pilgrim’s Progress,” one of the
half dozen most influential books
in the world.

The book was published in 1678,
and of it was born the state fo mind
and soul to which we have given the
name Evangelicism.

Now %umgslimqm means simply
this, the Gospel versus man-made
creeds and ceremonies, a live relig-
ion rather than a dead one.

‘“The Pilgrim's Progress”’ woke up
England!

Translated into all the continental
languages, it aroused all Europe.

Between 1678—the year of its
publication—and 1740, "the date of
Wesley's secession from the Church
of England, the book had been get-
ting in its work, the evangelical
leaven had been working throughout
the theological dough, and the re-
sult was Wesley and the great Meth-
odist Church. I

The Methodist gChurch had not
been without its influence upon oth-
er churches. In many ways it has |
been an eye-opener, an arouser of
the drowsy type of Christianity, the
live wire, so to speak, that has set
the whole church a snapping with
the fire of evangelical spirit—the
spirit of earnestness that sings and
swings its way to victory!

It all leads back to John Bunyan
and his “Pilgrim's Progress'—the
immortal book that has girdled the
globe with its influence and that
will continue to influence men to the
end of time.

(Cowsisht. 1922. Press Putlhhiu Om)
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“TT IS another American swindle. I will
. 4 not sign it. These Americans do noth-|
ing but scheme how they can cheat us poor
foreigners,” exclaimed Ignatz Deszynski, a
|| stockyard butcher, frowning angrily on his!
daughter and glancing suspiciously at the
librarian of Davis Square, who had visited
his home to aid his daughter Marie in per-
suading him to sign her application for a
public-library card. :
“No; it will cost nothing—not a cent,
papa,” pleaded the towheaded, blue-eyed
youngster. “The kind lady has come
| herself to tell you it will cost nothing.”
The kind lady, to whom this conversa-
tion was as so much Greek, but who could
guess the nature of it from the expressions
that crossed the faces of the speakers,
amused herself by watching the antics of
the fat baby in the Old World cradle that
stood in a corner of the cluttered room.

through the open door of the kitchen. ‘I
know these sly Americans and their thievish
ways. They will tell you all sorts of sweet ’
lies; they will make you believe they are |
too good to eat honey in order to cheat you |
into signing all sorts of papers—and then, |
| when once you sign them, they will come |
round with lawyers and bailiffs to claim the !
eyes in your head.” |

Marie started to argue in rebuttal when |
her mother entered the shabby, poorly fur-
nished parlor and turning toward the caller
bawled:

“If dose books vas torn or lost ve must
pay for dem—ain’t it?”’

“Of course,” smiled the librarian; and
she was going to explain, the reasonable-
ness of that proposition when the mother
shouted a triumphant “I told you so!” in
Polish to Marie and then aired her superior
knowledge of American knavery in voluble
Polish to the father. ’

Further explanations, arguments and
pleas were all in vain; and a quarter of an
hour afterward the tearful Marie, accom-
panied by her beneficent visitor, left the
| red-brick cottage for school, wending her
. way forlornly through the dismal streets
back of the yards. Her companion offered
what consolation she could, promising to |
visit her obdurate parents again, remarking |
that in her personal campaign to increase
the circulation of books she had known
elders even more stubborn to capitulate at
last. She ended by saying that;even though |
Marie had no card, the privileges of attend- |
ing the reading room and the lecture hall |
were none the less open to her.

|
“Keep still, Marie!”” shouted the mother |

By I. K. E%”éémw‘a

Crowding Out the Dime Novel

And that afternoon, when the gong
sounded release from school, Marie Deszyn-
ski, as cheerful as if her heart’s desire had
been granted, darted along neck and neck
with some hundred other children—Poles,
Bohemians, Hungarians—to the fieldhouse
in Davis Square, the building recently con-"
ferred on a congested, poverty-stricken
neighborhood by a farsighted, wise board
of park commissioners. Neither the gym-
nasium, nor the bath, nor the restaurant—
where food and Pasteurized milk were
served at cost—nor yet the clubroom, was
the magnet that drew these hundred avid,
clean but ill-clad ﬁ'oungsters along. No;
the gifted story-teller paid by the Chicago
‘Woman’s Club and working in concert with
the publie library was to lecture that after-
noon on Abraham Lincoln, illustrating her
talk with stereopticon views. It was a
weekly treat not to be missed: sustaining
food for the vivid. imaginations of these
sons and daughters of poverty who were
starved by the harsh realities of their sordid
surroundings; quickening light that filtered
through the smoke-laden,murky atmosphere
of: Packingtown. p g

The juvenile audience, with an oldster or
two and the towhaired Marie somewhere in
its midst, scrambled into its seats in the
big hall upstairs, and when the story-teller
ascended the platform a silence fell as if
the day for those restless urchins had just
begun and they had started fresh from

‘home, unworn by the long confinement in

school. 3In simple words, naturally but
dramatically, as picture after picture crossed

the screen, the lecturer told the story of the
great War President’s life, stopping now
and then to ask questions that referred to a
previous talk—questions that ever found
eager answerers competing for the honor—
to give the titles and numbers of books ir.-
the library downstairs that dealt with the
topic at hand and were ever at the disposal
of the listeners. Book and lecturer, lecturer
and book, cooperate to evoke fo: heroes

. worthy of worship the hero worship that is

in the heart of every boy and girl, and tg}
destroy by indirection the idols and 1deat_l%g
created by Oliver Optic, Horatio Alger ape™
the dime novelist.

In this manner during the course of the

yearthe story-hourhasreviewed Shakspere’s

Tales, Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, the
adventures of King Arthur and his Knights

and the achievements of the epoch-makers

ern.

o aan

of histoq——ancient, medieval, mo
SIBLOLY allGIeny
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On occasion, a strictly Polish audience may,
be told how Kosciuszko came to the assist-
ance of America at a perilous hour; or the
children of Jewish parentage may learn
how one Hyman Solomon gave his money
freely and without hope of return to Robert
Morris in the darkest hours of the Revolu-
tion; or the Norwegians may be entertained
by the accomplishments of Leif Ericson.

Sick of Being a Pole

This interweaving of the traditions of
the old country and the new into a sort of
cosmopolitan pattern has a purpose that
extends far beyond the mere weaving itself.
The child of the immigrant, borrowing
the scorn of his new environment for all
that is foreign, is only too prone to scoff at

his parents for their old-fashioned, non-

American ways. Disrespect creeps into the
 scorn, contempt makes its way into the dis-
| respect, and the tares of delinquency and

crime spread everywhere like weeds in the

bad crops. It is hard, for instance, for the

Jewish boy, who sees the old folks held up

to ridicule, to realize that they may know

what is better for his salvation than the |
young tough who speaks English without |

an accent and shies stones at the heads of
tho'sg l;Who wear European garb.
“Obe

Juvenile Court to one who was the despair
of his honest, hardworking Jewish parents.

“Gwan!” he returned. ‘“They don’t
know nothing. The old man don’t know
no English grammar and the old woman
speaks Yiddish and wears a wig.”

The boy is not only an illustration in
point; he sums up a tendency and an atti-
tude which are shown again in the case of
the Polish lad who, on being selected for

ersecution by a crowd of American-born
oys, tearfully sobbed: ‘‘Ma, I ain’t going
to be Polish no more!” When the aston-
ished mother asked the reason for that ex-
losive determination he rejoined: ‘“’Cause
ain’t going to be nothing no more
that makes you get licked by them that
ain’t—that’s all there’s to it!”

‘When boys such as these, however—and
they are only the natural product of a
hostile environment—learn from the lips
of a teacher whom they respect that the
old country had its heroes who contributed
a big share in the upbuilding of the New
World they: grow to admire the land of
their ancestors’ birth, to heed the counsel
of their parents, and soon to be proud of
instead of ashamed of their race. .

Lincoln, however—to return to him—is
the cosmopolitan favorite. Him the chii-
dren of all peoples unite in loving and rever-
encing; for his struggle with and his victory
over poverty make a more direct appeal
than do knights and kings to the young
folks who are in the thick of the fight
against that ancient enemy. 5

On the afternoon chosen for our visit to
Davis Square, when the story-hour was
over, a fat Bohemian woman, who attended

. the entertainment with her two_ children,
approached the speaker and, kissing her
hand after the Bohemian fashion, said:

your parents and keep out.of |
trouble,’”” said a probation officer of the

“Dis Lincoln vas only a po r kid, but he
got dere yust de same.” en she looked
significantly and affectionately at her two
coatless urchins and passed on. Her place
by their conduct they show their deep
appreciation of the public’s endeavors to
_ assist them. We are told that the Russian
J_ewxsh children are the most serious, per-
sistent and determined of all in their quest
after knowledge.
Nor, while reaching out in every conceiv-
able direction to capture the mind of the
child, has the modern public library made

any less strenuous efforts to meet the wants.

and the needs of the adult. In this field,
too, the policy of diffusion, as against the
old policy of concentration, works with
such indefatigable force and such unflagging
ingenuity that the question resolves itself
into how one can get away from books
rather than how one can get to them. Fully
equipped branch libraries, stationed where
they. are most needed, are the pride of all
| our big cities, but none has so many that it
{ is not now planning to erect more. Chi-
cago hassixteen and its wideawake librarian
is leaving no stone unturned to gain thirty-
five; Manhattan fifty, and it is reaching
out for seventy; Brooklyn twenty-seven,
and it is demanding forty; Philadelphia
fifteen, and it is ambitious to claim thirty.
And so it goes.

Numbers are far from telling the whole
story, however, for along with a multipli-
cation of libraries there comes a change of
system and method that is multiplying the
circulation of each separate library to an
astonishing extent. Yesterday Chicago
permitted the drawing out of but one book
on each card; but today, according to a
new rule just in vogue, each single card
may claim two books at a time, to say
nothing of the issue of vacation cards, of
sgecial value to teachers, permitting, as
they do, the use of ten books for a period
of ten weeks. Hitherto a library member
presented his card and book list at one of
the sub-stations for transmission to the
downtown library, and if the volumes de-
sired happened to be out the card and the
list were returned to the disappointed
reader. Under this obsolescent plan it is
estimated that twenty-five per cent of such
demands for books went unanswered.

Nowadays the reader may walk back to
the shelves of the sub-library, survey the
books and help himself; and the chances
are that if the volume he desires is missing
he will find something else that will-come
pretty near to filling the bill. In one of the
sub-libraries the inauguration of this 6pen-
shelf scheme raised the circulation from
seventy to five hundred volumes a day;
and in yet another, only ten days after its
adoption, its collection of fifteen hundred
books was practically swept clean, leaving
only reference books behind—and these,
too, would have disappeared were they
subject to withdrawal. And the newer idea
has another great advantage to recommend
its installation—it is far cheaper, requiring
far less personal service and cutting down
the expenses of salaries.

|

s



| founded traveling libraries—collections of |

i By ST some fifty, or sixty books, divided into
The 1 ndustrfa_l Deposit. groups and delivered at p;eriods varying

The children’s librarian, seeking'a center | from three to six months to all yillages'and

wage his campaign for conduering the | hamlets.that will safeguard and care for
2(1)1ilzav%ith the boé)k, %ﬁt easily og the pgublic | these deposits. Wisconsin has established
school as the natural point of departure; = Seven hundred of such stations, with the
and just so the librarian for adults, whose result that even the workers in the lumber
business it is fast becoming to circulate ~camps, exiled for the long winter and cut
rather than to collect books and let them = Off from the pleasures and the refinements
gather dust on the shelves, came to what Of the cities, may find wholesome diversion
now seems the obvious conclusion that, since | in the book rather than in the .b(()itt!e afnd
this is an age of industry and business, the | the brawl. And what Wisconsin is doing gr
way to reach the grown-ups is through | itslumber camps New Jersey is accomplish-
the mill, the factory and the store. Acting | ing for its fishing Wllages——Kentucky forits
on this inspiration, the city librarian, join- | mountaineers—Georgia for the hands on its
ing hands with the large employer of labor, | .cotton plantlatlons—}%\le_zbra%ga and Kansas
who willingly supplies the space for. the for 'Fhe dwellers on their rolling prairies.
library and pays the salary of an attend-
ant and the cost of trapsportationahas pit:lt } Government Help
i s A -
'gvfhggc;lstskirrllomtal.cisinznshég(sigsrﬁl?;ctogi%s, And to the assistance of the cities and the
| " Numerous: anecdotes prove how ardent : states the Government has come by carry-
the desire for self-improvement is; ‘but' ing free of charge through the mails the
one may be chosen as more or less typical embossed books which the various libraries
of them all. - A burly son of Erin, almost may wish to send to the homes of the blind.
illiterate, but with an inborn gift for Since our blind number some eighty thou-
mechanics, drew from a deposit collection | sand and since many of them are in strait-
a difficult textbook on the comstruction of = ened circumstances, it will be seen that this
‘engines; and when the attendant asked : franking privilege is of considerable value
him if he could read it he replied:. “No, I in aiding the city librarian to distribute
can’t; -but me boy Michael, that is a born books for the blind throughout his territory.
scholar, kin.” .Later. on he returned the Moreover, recognizing that society owes
‘same- work with the remark: “I’d like to @ duty to those of its adult unfortunates
kape the book anither two weeks; for it’s - who, like the children, are not responsible
slow business, thisreading is. I’'mthat-tired = for the condition in which they find them-

when T come home that I fall asleep and selves, the women’s clubs and the munici- |

ST ; eerilar 1 t palities themselves hire blind teachers for
%e;lggﬁ 12?;3” ;;r?éﬁgl\}ihtcohiglpgﬁg Z;,af{l(;gl’l G the blind to further the work of the libraries.

i s : 3 teach the- sightless not only how to read
| of Sauth Chicago aid to the present wnter»,/ and enjoy the masterpieces of literature but

in an outburst of indignation: “It’s all also, in many instances, how to become

right for Mr. Carnegie to be giving us li- | self-supporting by ‘the mastery of light
braries, but what good are they if his mills | handicrafts. ‘“For fifty years,” said one
work us twelve hours a day and we don’t = old woman found in'a tenement by her in-
get no time to read?” Here, then, one ean | structor, ‘I have sat in the darkness, black

see how the battle of the labor unions for | ‘as the pit; now you have come carrying |
shorter hours is 4 battle being waged for the =~ the lamp of learning and I see again. I no |
book against ignorance, and also. how the : longer fear the darkness.” She'is but one |

book may help to inspire the battle. “Cut | of many—a member of the legions who have
down the hours of the laborer,” says one, | been rescued by the book and its devotees.
“and the saloon will claim his leisure.” | = Glancing, then, at this rapid survey of
“Cut down the hours of labor,” says an- | the publiclibrary’s new and increased activ-
other, “and thelibrary will give the saloon ' ities in all fields of endeavor, from teach-
the longest run for its money it ever had.” | ing the blind to' read ‘to.persuading thosc
‘The nature and length of the run may be . who have eyes to make' the best use of
predicted from the fact that in Pittsburgh  them, one has no reason to cry out with the
today, amid hostile conditions, its indefati- , pessimistic philosopher of old-that “‘of the
gdble librarians are making a personal cam- | making of books there is no end.” For
paign on the ground of gaining friends for | too many books cannot-be made if rightly
books. Those ‘who ‘do read are urged to [ distributed; and the guestion of the proper
make readers of those who do not, and , distribution of hooks has been left to the
theyare abetted by the loan of two or three ¢ librarian of our own time for solution, just
‘volumes for distribution among friends. - If ! as the proper distribution of all forms of
a book happens to be lost in this way the | wealth—intellectudl, social, economic—is
borrower is not held responsible, and so & “the one big. problem that engages our day.
pecuniary considerations put no handicap | * = The fact that in a period of sixty years
on him who may volunteer to act as an |' the publiclibraries of America have in-
apostle. e oy ) creased from one to twelve_thousand, and

Nor have the cities been left to shoulder || our proof that the power of efficiency of a
alone the responsibility of practically forc- ¢ host of these has been multiplied by human
ing books on the people. The vast machin- | relationships which count for far more than

ery and wealth of the states have comé to | the mere number of the books on their
their aid. Thirty-three of them, following  shelves, go to show how near we are to |

the example set by Massachusetts, have A solving at least the problem of the book.

October 19,1912

Not long ago a laborer in the steel mills  These, following in the wake of the books, |
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THE BACKS OF BOO

ah e B e Sy T was a saying of Dr. Joh
m’%}“~ le: g after their younger -days mos!
) t out, and when he takes uble {ill&f. That was probably tr}le
o so he can tell of many things lain Probably much truer now, so far as r
T N R T e A TR RS = | standard authors is concerned. T
e D ~of words 0"“: c°m~‘t, mi“pp'e’: | current literature, especially of per
ension IW ‘them. In “Curious S\IMVﬂ!. | newspapers that must  be daily
W“"med by Messrs, Herbert Jenkins, crowds out the classics and the imm
i Dr. George C. Williamson;tuce,s,the past’ we are lucky indeed if we can say

" of some eommon words, and shows what they ' read them in the past and not that we me
| tell of past races and customs. 3 meant to read them. The wise struggle to get =
| One interesti survival explained by the a few moments from the pressure of to-day to-
learned author of this book is the origin of the | give to the undying truth of yesterday. T
“blue book.” ' The books issued by the House | Dr. Johnson said also that he supposed -
Commons are known as Blue-books, and the ! there were few people who were as familiar
Blue-book has become a genéric phrase | with the backs of books as he was. The re~
1e English language. The books, of course, mark may seem trifling, or even satirical. It
‘derive their title from the fact that their paper is not. The acquaintance with the batks of.
sover is blue, and the interesting circumstances | books is precious. It means that we know
concerning them is that in-this color they date ' where knowledge is to be found when we are
m ‘to 1644. Archbishop Laud, it will be re-  in dire need of it, that we are familiar with
‘membered, was brought to the House of Lords | the classification and system that will lead us
| to make a recapitulation of his answers to the | atonceto the sources of wisdom without long
_charges brought against him. This was Sept. | struggle and confusion and blundering. .
, 1644, and the eminent ecclesiastic, who was | Moreover, familiarity with the backs of '
‘b in the following year, writes in his | books usually means rcverencle for tbem’,la:el..
5 - thus— : reverence for books is a vastly commenda
| *“Sosoon as T came to the Bar I saw every | thing. It seems to be fading from the world, -
' Lord present with a new thin book in folio in | 214 much good goes with it. To be sure, the
a blue coat. I heard that morning that Mr. . fading is natural. We have far too many
! Brynne had printed my Diary, and published it | books. The greatest lover of them cannot
}“ the world to dis;race me. "som. notes of his | deny it, in fact is the first to admit it, with-a
' own are made upon it. The first and last are sigh. We are crushed, smothered, with books. |
two desperate untruths, besides some others. Incalculable folly and tediousness are daily |

» | getting gravity, if not permanence, from-
mm book the!x}in_tyq.Lg;‘dg._blndl, ‘nd‘ print, and there seems to be no means of

myself that time picked for it that checking the flood, or even of diminishing it.
sight of it might damn me and disenable 6 Vet after all, if books contain the pitiable
speak. I confess I was a little trombled folly of the world, they also contain all its
it, but when I had gathered up myself, and wisdom that has not perished, and they are".
c ~’\|'¥ to God; I went on to the business of worthy of all honor on that account. The

day. R0 e g Turks will not tread upon a scrap of waste
~ This ilb?:\ievad', says Dr. Williamson, to be the = paper, lest it should have the name of God
first mention of a Bluebook, and the habit of | upon it. It would be well to teach our chil-
a blue cover on the books issued for the dren to respect a book, since the spirit of God

nd Commons has been in use ever since. may be within, Keep your books clean, keep

ek, gtk T o e o) .. ... them orderly. In the house of one who loves
e S =\ books they stand neatly ranged upon their

\\\\»\\; shelves, not in and out and upside down and

\\\\ tattered and bedraggled, as if they were wait-

A ARDE) N\ ing for the junkman to carry them away.
\ \ Touch your books, handle them. Know the
\ outside of them. Knowing the outside leads
\ tc knowing the inside. A large, wise spirit
longs to know the faces of many people and .

less complete, bei
‘seum in London. This
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