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{(“ Old BOOk ShOpS By CONSTANCE TOWNER

{ THINK every time I go into a
| second-hand book-shop that much
| might be written on the subject,
““The Charm of Rereading Old Books.”
For most of the people who come in

i el

. something they have read before. A
| gray, wise-looking professor is handling
the big volumes in the corner, absorbed
| in erudite research. A
| young man, a business
" man perhaps, comes in
| hurriedly and asks for
la copy of Kipling’s
" “Jungle Book.” He
‘read it when he was a
| little boy, and wants to
|see it again, perhaps
| this time to hand it
: over to another young-
| ster. An -older man
| is fingering a leather-
| bound volume of Dick-
rens. Just for a few
. minutes, he pauses to
renew his old acquaint-
' ance with Mr. Micaw-
. ber and Sam Weller
| and Little Nell. Then
| there are a few people
| wandering about, look-
| ing for nothing in par-
| ticular. But the books
that bring that special reminiscent,
happy gleam to their eyes are the ones
| they are meeting again, I am sure, and
| not new books.
One little shop I know of, my favorite,
(consists of imnumerable small rooms,
one back of another. They are- all
. jammed to the ceiling with books, and
as you wander through, it seems as
. though they must go on forever.
I suppose one of the fascinations in
frequenting old book-shops is the possi-
. bility that we may, perhaps, come upon
. something valuable! I am sure the
| proprietor knows everything he has on
. his shelves. And yet how many tales
| we have heard of the gratifying dis-
|-coveries that brought fortunes to the
finders! T remember, for instance, that
just recently a man found in an old
| barn a letter containing the signature
of one of the signers of Declaration of
| Independence! 1 remember that the
' manusecript of ““Alice in Wonderland”
' sold for many thousand pounds not long
‘ago. Of course, I do not expect to find
‘an old manuseript or a valuable letter,
i but such incidents encourage me to
. think that there may be treasures lurk-
\ing on these very shelves.
Even without this romantic possi-

are seeking, not a mnew thriller, but-
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bility, however, there is
about an old book-shop.
old novel at random, a not-so-very-old
novel. *“‘From Frank to Hazel, Christ-
mas, 1900, with love,”
ﬂy-leaf And for a few minutes I turn
the 'pages of this old book, listening to

the rain outside (it is always pleasantest’

to visit an old book-shop on a rainy
day) and wonder who
Frank and Hazel were,
. and why he gave her
the book and what
happened to them, and
how the book found its
way to this shelf—for
sale, twenty-five cents.

of sea charts, found
in such a’'shop. They
are 'like maps, only in-
stead of land the sea
is charted, instead of
towns there are islands
and shoals, passages
and narrows. It has

ish caravels on a line

ernworld. Ithasfunny
drawings of the Old

a charm |
I pick up an |

it says on the °
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HAVE an old book |

little pictures of Span- |

drawn from Spain to |
the islands of the West- |

Manof the Sea puffing otit his cheeks with |
wind. But by far the most interesting |

point about the book for me is the fact

that an old sea captain has scrawled his |

own data on the backs of the charts.
“Shallow here, beware . . .” ‘“‘Sawwhale
here, March 15.” ... “Bad storm
area”’
cise hand in black ink.

. all written in a clear, con- |
If my copy of |

this book of charts had been carefully |

preserved in the publisher’s office all
these years (since 1790) I should still
be glad to have it because of the ma~
terial. But my book has sailed the
seven seas, the mainstay and guide of
an old ship’s pilot. It hasrested on the
captain’s own table, open, while he

followed with a stodgy finger the nar- |
row lines and deciphered the tiny |
figures while the seas beat against the |

ship and the masts creaked in the wind.

1 can see the old captain close his |

book with a bang, satisfied, now, with
his course.

Imagination you say . . . but all so

well within the bounds of possibility! |

That is what makes the old shops ex-
citing.
them, rainy days.
treasures, such as my book of sea charts.

And I shall go on haunting |
I may find other |

And then T might find almost anythmg' ’
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‘other States, thus having a decided effect upon legis

| among the speakers being the librarian of the

‘The recent convention of the Am,encan Library = Asso-
ciation at Washington calls attentlon to the remarkable
growth of the library movement and the development
the pubhc library service.

One of the timely themes was the discussion of co-o
tion in all its phases. Library associations and libraria
it appears, are attempting to found a, basis of friendly and
proper co-operation between booksellers and library ser |
To this end, booksellers of standing are now invited to
dress libzary meetings in order that libraries may "
stand the point of view of the bookseller; and vice versa, m *
one conspicuous instance last year the librarian of tma
Carregie Library, in the District of Columbia, gave an in—
structive and illuminating discourse to the American Book-
sellers’ Association. It is with a view to better service and -
to prevent duplication of effort that hbrary clubs now meet |
in over twoscore States and in all the large cities.. k

And to bring about co-operation between libraries and
schools the National Education Association now holds an- |
nual exhibits of library collections adapted to various grades

Some big libraries, as in New York City, co-opera’ce ’@y
granting the use of their assembly and club rooms in the
branch buildings for local educational and welfare soaetl,rs,
for classes for the study of English by foreigners, and for
foreign societies. The smaller public libraries are being u
ized @as social.centers, particularly in industrial comumm- !
ties.

Then there are the mumclpal reference departments,

‘now. a useful feature of most clty hbrames, as 1s ﬂ;e legl

garding economic. condltlons, laws, and law enforcem int

In the same way many commercial houses. have
lished business libraries to bring back book kndw >d
the lives of their employees.

The librarians’ meeting at Washmgton heard
of useful suggestions along the line of,cvo.—ope‘ra"
. ureau. of
Railway Economics Library at Washington, the director of
the Bureau of Legislative Reference at Indlanapohs, and
‘the president of the Boston Co- -operative Information Bureau
which for three years has been conducting a survey of Bos-’
ton libraries of all kinds, and especially  these which are

' noted for special collections that would be of Natlonal

service.
The American lerary Association itself has undergone

a notable expansion. Its annual conventions are fonmdable

man and woman.

affairs, with public mass- -meetings; a score of sectlonal (si-
multaneous) sessions; round-tables, exhlblts, etc, The Whole -
library movement is reflected in these annual - assembhes
which are record-keepers of the steady growth in all dxrec:

; txons of library endeavor and the popular apprecratxon——

constantly grong—-—of the usefulness of the llbrary in
helping to make books the every-day tools of the every-day




morale of family life? Books, wisely chosen, |
will do much to restore companionship to the
home, to bring back the serenity and repose
which our modern days so sadly lack,.to
give us understanding of dangers which
threaten and wisdom to meet them; they
will open up a spiritual vista.

““The average home needs more books,
not de luxe sets, shut in glass cases like speci-
mens in a museum, but books in constant
use. A library was once an escape from the
. turmoil of the world, but books for the home,
to-day, are a discipline rather than an opiate;
i they are a stimulant rather than a soporific;
| they send us back to life with courage to

‘fight it out.”” '

The Federation recommended that women
i throughout the United States pay more at-
tention to literature as a service to life, and
as a powerful influence in the life of individuals
as well as of the nation.

The resolutions which were adopted ran
as follows:

“Whereas, we are convinced that litera-
ture is a vital force in human affairs and that
books, wisely chosen, will do much to pre- 3
serve the morale of the American home,
create better ideals of American citizenship,
| interpret racial relations, make clear problems
of legislation and public welfare, preserve the
perishable message of the daily press, give
sympathetic .understanding of the younger
generation, and by their beauty and spiritual
inspiration make fine art of that most dif-
ficult and most to be desired of all culture—
the art of fine living—therefore be it .

(1) “Resolved, that the G. F. W. C. recom-

s | mends the continuous and systematic study

1 of literature as a discipline for life, and ac-
knowledges the service of literature to every
other department of federation work; be it

(2) “Resolved, that the G. F.W. C. en-

, dorses publicity for good books and no
publicity for worthless publications, be it -

(3) “Resolved, that the G. F. W. C. co-
operates with existing agencies for adult
education and urges the more general use
of the State universities and State libraries;
be it :

(4) “Resolved, that the G. F. W. C. ap-

. | proves plans for the greater knowledge and

G e 1 appreciation of American writers, both men
BOOI(S mn the Home ' and women: the compilation of State bibliog- =~

WHEN the general Federation of Wo_men’sJ ll.):pffl;leiinaﬁg- the fostering of creative work; p
Clubs met at Atlantie City, New Jersey,| & % U 8
last May, considerable atbengon was given (5) “Resolved, that'the G. F. W. C. urges:

to books and literature. Several of the | the observance by all clubs of ‘Children’s
 programs were devoted to discussions and  Book Week’ and the expansion of this idea
| at one session Mrs. L. A. Miller, chairman of | into a  year-round interest in children’s
| the Division of Literature, gave an address on | reading.” .
| the subject: “Literature as an Aid to the Fine ..
' At of Living.”  Pointing out the importan
| part which good books play in our home |
| life, Mrs: Miller said:

. “Considering first the keynote activity |.
' of this biennial period, the American home, =
which stands first alphabetically also, what
\can _literature do to help us preserve the
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i FAMILIARITY with books is to be highly
Ll

ilover. The story told by Mr. Hoar is of a student,

| tained, the works of Bishop Williams, one of the

OND, Va., April 27.—Several . had ever called for it. -

‘ ‘POQ. manu’,‘_’ﬁ?t? renewed it, taking it back 9n1¥ when the spring
the museum dfs‘the came on. He repeated this in

hrine here yester-

: featuring thﬁ first | vegard to it, but none of them knew any explana-
.commemorating the ! tion. They used to see the book lying on the boy’s

Public Library, Toledo, 0.

good Engl
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American master of

N

5 _ A LIBRARIAN’S PUZZLE.

commended, yet the particular kind of inti-
macy cited by the late Senator George F.
Hoar of Massachusetts, in his “Autobiography of
Seventy Years,” might not appeal to the book-

a freshman of about”i842. During the first part
of his first term the boy took from the college
blibra,ry the largest and thickest volume it con-

prelates persecuted by James IT.

+ It was an exceedingly dull treatise of theology:
and the freshman, who had no literary tastes df
whieh any one knew, was the only student who?

[ “The boy kept it the six weeks allowed, and then

cam : his sophomore,
junior and senior years. :

about the matter, and asked some of the boys in

table, but they never saw him reading it.

t last, during the winter term of the senior
year, some of the students broke in unexpectedly
on this classmate. It was late in the evening, an

1l to' warm the volume thoroughly and put it into his
bed before he got in, thus using it as a warming-

bishop himself. Doubtless he aequired doctrine
| by absorption.

e

Doctor Harris, the librarian, was very curious |

(he was getting ready for bed. Standing on edge, |
close tothe fire, was Bishop Williams’s book. e
[ mystery was solved. 1t was the student’s habit |

pan. |
The originator of this scheme became a famous
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LIBRARIES OF THE ANCIENTS.

. Two Centuries Before the Beginning of the Christian Exa Egypt Had a Colieétion of Seven

Hundred Thousand Volumes of Manuscript, Which Finally Supplied Four

’

Thousand Baths with Fuel for Six Months.

N the United States there are several
libraries that have on their shelves
more than half a million volumes. The

Congressional Library, in Washington,
and the New York Public Library have
more than a million each. Foreign libra-
ries have even more.
National, of Paris, has 3,000,000; the
British Museum has 2,000,000; and the
Imperial Library, of St. Petersburg, 'has
1,500,000. Some of these institutions have
collections of. manuscripts, but nearly all
of the volumes mentioned .above are prod-
ucts of the printing-press.

But however wonderful these vast treas-

uries of knowledge may appear, they sink

| “back into the commonplace when we read

of the libraries that were accumulated by
the ancients. Since the invention of the
printing-press the supply of books for big
libraries has presented no very formidable
obstacle. But when we consider that
every volume in one of those ancient
libraries was carefully written by hand,
we are fairly staggered by the fact that
the Alexandrian Library, in Egypt, held
within its‘walls no fewer than seven hun-
dred thousand volumes, two centuries be-
fore the birth of Christ.

The earliest library on record is that of
Osymandyas, who reigned in Egypt B.C.
1764 (?). He caused this inscription to be
placed over the door: ‘ The Treasury of
Remedies for the Soul.”

Diodorus Siculus mentions & consider-
able library at Susa, the residence of the
Persian kings. The Temple of Vulecan, at
Memphis, in Egypt, contained a wvaluable

library, as the assailants and defend-
ers of Homer have ample ‘reason to
know, from: the warm controversy re-

specting the alleged theft of the “Iliad”
and “ Odyssey.”

All preceding collections of which we
have any record are eclipsed by the Alex-
andrian Library, founded by Ptolemy
Soter, B.C. 290. It was designed by him
for the use of an academy of his institu-
tion, and was contained in the Bruchion,
where were 400,000 volumes; to which
Ptolemy Philadelphus added the library in
the Serapeum, which was augmented until
it numbered 300,000 volumes; making the
Alexandrian Library to consist of 700,000
volumes.

Much zeal was evinced by Ptolemy
Burgetes in adding to his literary stores;

The Bibliothéque .

the Athenians were not the only suffer-
ers, but a vigilant watch was kept for all
baooks imported into Egypt, which were
seized, carried off to the academy, tran-
seribed, and then placed on the shelves
of the library.

It is but justice, however, to Eurgetes
to state that he was careful to deliver
the copies to the rightful owners of the
originals. This is much more than mod-
ern book-borrowers do, as all who are
mourning over lent volumes can testify.

After the lapse of two hundred and
forty-three years (B.c. 47) the library in
the Bruchion (of 400,000 volumes) was
accidentally consumed by fire, by the
auxiliary soldiers under Julius Ceesar.
The library of the Serapeum, however, in-
creased in numbers until it exceeded the
whole of the former collections.

An important contribution was received
from Mark Antony, who presented Cleo-
patra with the Peruragean Library, con-
sisting of 200,000 volumes.

The Alexandrian Library was often
plundered, but maintained its bulk by new
accessions until A.b. 640, when it was bar-
barously destroyed by the Saracens by
order of the Calif Omar.

The philosopher Philoponus, by his
zealous effort to save his precious store-
house, precipitated its ruin. He solicited
Amron, the Mohammedan chief, to give
him the books of philosophy.

Amron declined acting until he could
obtain permission from the Calif, and ac-
cordingly stated Philoponus’ request to
his master. The reply was brief, and, no
doubt, to the Calif’s mind, perfectly unan-
swerable. .

“If these writings of the Greeks agree
with the Koran, or Book of God, they are
useless, and need not be preserved; if they
disagree, they are pernicious, and ought
to be destroyed.” 5

This noble collection, which had now
numbered nine hundred and thirty years
since its foundation by Ptolemy Soter, was
distributed among the four thousand baths
of Alexandria, and supplied them with fuel
for six months!

Whether actuated by remorse or not,
we cannot tell; but certain it is that
the Saracens afterward collected large
libraries—especially at Tripolis, in Syria,
and at Cordova, in Spain, which latter
contained 250,000 volumes.
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_zg,‘/gigw ‘and under it great enterprises are built up : [r'
thru a period or years. Then suddenly another group o ; :
~of lawyers finds the first bunch hadn’t dotted all their’ :

i’s and therefore, wherefore and whyfore, everythingl
- that had been done under the so-called law is nun.g

JBLIC LIBRAR
void and without force, L 36000

A case in point is the tangle in which Cincinnati’s) Ty

. Public Library system finds itself today. For years nt_ If there were not so many care-|
§ :’as oize;ated undertatlaw] which provided for its:jess people in Cincinnati the Pub-|
- support from a county tax levy and its management| s: g ‘ s s
by a Board of Trustees, two of whom :were appointedl,‘ .hc i o Oul.d_ lose. Deleme
by the Cincinnati Board of Education. Under this’?ﬂ\s,ﬁoeo and $7000 it obtains in|
‘law the entire county received library service. jfines the careless ones have to|

A e pay for keeping books overtime. |
NOBODY found any fault with the law until after| . BY pausing fo consider that the |
.~ a bond issue of $2,500.000 was.authorized four| J1° g’r Jeen 1‘(‘5 @ t;‘; cég#’g.e;’;
years ago by the voters of the entire county for the 3;-& i av;girwgetifna}tse» Bt s
erection of a new, badly needed main public library "b"ex)-,, e el & het
building. Then the fatal flaw was discovered. Thejt ; s P W it

courts held in their great wisdom that the law under] OPtained. '

Which the trustees had been operating all these years/ | Buy 10,000- Books Yearly
. Wwas unconstitutional because it applied specifically to/{ . By contributing so liberally
‘Cincinnati and Hamilton-co and was not a generalfthe fine fund, the forgetful" ,
law of the state. It was held that the issue of | enable the library to buy about:
‘bonds would be illegal. They were not issued and an || 10,000 books: each: year, libr |
‘Urgent public project was indefinitely postponed. (| efficials estimate. o N e
{ The library system continues to function in af Still," says Librarian Hodges,
_makeshift way under a general state law which | the amount of fines isn’t so heavy
provides that boards of education may establish and |l Wher one considers that 1,603,187
_operate libraries in any school district. The library withdrawals of books. wer
frustees in Cincinnati now are appointed by the |in the’fiscal year just ende ;
" Board of Education, but they have no jurisdiction in |f: - Cincinnati is getting to be such
the county outside the Cincinnati school district. They {2 reader of books that the main
are given county service, however, under a tempor- f Public ~Library is already too|
'ary, special arrangement whereby the county com-} small, says ‘Hodges. , ~ %
‘missioners pay for that service. { 1 He wants a skyscraper library
" But under this general state law, any new bond [P the site of the present one. ' |
dssue for a public library building would have to be Conld Use 10 Stomies =
'paid for by the taxpayers of the Cincinnati school | - “¥What we need is not a monu- |
i district. . This would be unfair when such a building  mental structure, but a substan-
‘would serve the entire county as in the past. tial, businese-like building ‘

i ; downtown,” ‘be says., ' & 7 AEER
]CINCI»NNATI is in urgent need of a new ma‘in_‘ing,vzzc(;: uﬂl‘(’iof?foah(l)?l::fydggg%:
_Public Library Building. The present edifice, built | ment. - We  also need an .audi- |

[in 1870, has been outgrown. It is overcrowded and fitorium, because the giving'ég Tl
waluable book collections are deteriorating for the fiturey is one of our mamy act
‘lack of proper facilities for their care and preserva- |jes.” : Bt
\fion, to say nothing of the unhealthful conditions § . This coming winter lectares are
‘under which the library personnel works and the dto be given in Yiddish, Greek,
inadequate service they are able, with their best | French, Italian, German and Eng.
‘efforts, to give the public. Clish, ) g
{0 What is being done about dt? Apparently, Very fn o rre s s R
».ytt«le',“' The whole Library Building project seems to A Possible Explanation.
'be in a state of suspended animation., There seemS[ _“I can’t understand,” said the lib:
‘{0 be a vague hope that the 1:St:an;e Legiilagu;ewag hi;: rian, “why it is that so few wom, @
nex on in 1931 will enact some sort of la ! il
ﬁﬁt gelsﬂ the library on its old basis as a cmntyggzzﬁoftgr;l. “::a ;ld!l",e a‘byea‘nqruldqu:
‘wide institution. But nothing positive is being dome e reading room. and [
about it. So far, nobody has drafted such a law. should think the ladies would like to
BhoCA gox‘rernor’s committee of 200 has been appoir}ted‘ 00."1;'9 "f; not ‘oqu to read, bnt.,.t;o rest.' |
to revise the state’s obsolete tax laws. There is a es, _repluegi_the trustee, “but 1 n
_subcommittee on tax laws to support libraries.‘The -ticg that you ‘have at the entranc
Lonly hope of relief seems to lie in this subcommittee. | big placard which says ‘No Talkin,
| Cincinnatians who have the welfare of the library at{—Chicago Record-Herald. i
eart, and they should include every citizen, should . s S B s
to it that this subcommittee is impressed with Machicis 1
ne 11 ti's library needs a;m;l tl;ag .it‘ldratts a law yhen was Collier's Magasine estab- |
ill clear up the present legal tangle. = . . 1 ‘

e e e estab! i 1888, i

TBrrll 1810807 et Fhsestablishod et




N 2013 — Carnegie Library —‘& "Read and You Shall Profit*
‘ Kalispell, Mont. 2

In the Realm of Books

Under proper guidance the ot'her day, the writer saw the Cin-.
cinnati Public Library from the inside, so to speak. We started
from just under the roof where assistants were binding pamphlets
and cataloging new publications, and we came down flights of
inner stairs that wound among book stacks and afforded strange'ly\
dramatic views of'the deep well of the edifice, with lights and
readers far below. The library building was intended for opera
uses, and the glimpses were like those you get from the upper
part of the Metropolitan dufing the season, or from the gallery|
of the Music Hall at a May Festival. Just as truly as at a concert
these readers were achieving their own escape from reality,

Books were everywhere, book stacks where they were never |
intended to be, yet where they will multiply still further, since
the more or less august minds of the Ohio Supreme Court bowled
out a statute that had stood as good law for a generation, We
had reached the street floor, but we kept on descending., Ore
flight of stairs below the level of Vine Street we traversed, and '
then another. 'There, so far beneath the sewer line that water has|
to drain through holes in the concrete into the gravel beneath, we
found.another great library, and on the shelves a book of value
absolutely unique, which one of these days we shall hope to draw |
and read. We doubt if there is any structure in the country, per-
haps in the world, which houses so. much learning to the cubic
yard, One wishes that the learned judges or others who may be.
responsxble fqr a Iegahstlc impasse could have taken that  trip.. j
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“It was thought the

to get much book-learning suddaﬁy became

| wealthy He gave up work, built himself 2 tine_
| house, and settled down to enjoy life. Recollect-
ing his early and unanswered longing for books, 1
! he went to a shop to order some. he | ,j
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Religmn and the r
i) © LUCIE MASON PARKEB )

\Vhlle talking recently with a friend, he deplored what seemed to |
him a lack of the religious element in the beautiful new Congressiona, !
Library at Washington. Perhaps it is not in the province of a
library to teach religion per se, nor even to indicate any general trend !
of religious thought; certainly sectarianism could not be expected in
such a place by the most ardent denominationalist.

Nevertheless, it seems to many that the great library at the
National Capital does express to an unusual degree in its various
decorations, not only reverence for religion, but also practically the !
positive assertion, through much of its adornment, that religion i’
the foundation both of family and State; and after a thorough study
of the building, most visitors carry away the impression that this mo:
beautiful building in the world belongs to a people whose God is the |
Lord. ;

This impression results from much of the painting and sculpture,
and from muny of ihe sentiments inscribed on the walls. Of course,
these are by no means all of a definitely religious character; but such
a number of th%'are‘ that we can justly say religion, as a subject,
has a greater 1epre§entatlon among them than any other one element
of civ ization. All the others, both directly and mdlrectly, teach
the highest moral ‘thought .

Turning to the left of the entrance hall, one enters the north co:
ridor, decorated by Charles Sprague Pearce with the seven pictures |
illustrating the chief elements of a pleasant and well-ordered family
life. Tirst in place and importance is Religion—a picture of primitive
man and woman bowing before a rough stone, on which a flame has
been kindled in lieu of a family altar. This is the most essential
thing in which a family should unite—some form of religious faith,
Then the artist pictures other things which they should have and
enjoy in common—work, study, recreation, rest; but first and fore-
most, religion. s

In the series of pictures by Elihu Vedder, representing the attri-
butes of good and bad government, in the picture representing An-
archy and the destruction of government, one figure is prying out = -
the corner-stone of a temple, and the tottering ruin is about to over-
whelm the entire State in its destruction. The central figure, An-
archy herself, is trampling art, law, and science under foot, and is
_most conspicuously thrbwing away a Bible. The whole teaching ot |

e e R

| this picture is manifest to the briefest glance of even the uninitiated
in Vedder’s symbolism; namely, that religion, as typified by the temple
~and the Scriptures, is a fundamental part of any government, and
\when a nation comes to a point wh it is thrown aside, the ruin
'fmd desolation of that nation is gert :
[ On the walls and ceilings q.f the hbrary are blazoned the illus-
| trious names of those who have most bgneﬁted mankind by the legacy
of their lives. Among these are the names of men famous as 1‘eligig‘
teachers and thinkers—such as Edwards, Channing, Beecher, B
even Mather. Moses and St. Paul have the recognition given
to saints and heroes. More than once they are mentloned on;‘

walls, and each is represented by a heroic bronze statue amo g |
sixteen on the balustrade around the rotunda. In the readmg-rdﬁi
are eight mighty pillars, apparently supporting the vast .dome. Each
of these is capped by a shelf-like capital, on which stands a col,ossal
statue, and over the head of each is an 1nlpir1mr and m$pired ({uota-
‘tion. One of these statues is Religion. Over her head are inserib
{these words, which contain the whole duty of man: “What do “the
\Lord require of thee but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk
‘humbly with thy God 2 Oysr_,the,hf@io}_!l?f}}eﬂ ge;g@_bqr, Scxgn(‘:e,»




‘you read: “The heavens declare the ‘glory of God, and the ﬁrmﬁ.ment PR

" showeth his handiwork.” Surely that is not a matenailstnc science.
Over History glistens the line, “One God, one law, one element; and
one far-off divine event, to which the whole creation moves.”
In the “collar" decoratxon around the top of the dome, at the
' base of the lantern, among the persomﬁctmons of the Nations and
[ Ages, with the-special gifts that each has contributed to the elevation
of mankind, we find Judea with her gift of religion. She is pictured
as a woman lifting her hands in prayer to Jehovah. She is dressed
in the sacred and symbolic vestments of a Jewish high priest. On
i the face of a stone pillar at her side is inscribed the eighteenth verse
of the nineteenth chapter of Leviticus: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor
| as thyself.” This is the climax of all religion, the essence of all
! creeds, the unifying thought of all faiths, and it is set in the radiant
| climax of this gorgeous building. What better could even a holy tem-
ple have?
All the quotations on the walls are not on]y pertinent to a library,
| but refer especially to the best kind of knowledge to be obtained. At
the top of the south stairway this quotation faces you: “Wisdom is
| the principal thing; therefore get wisdom, and with all thy getting,
get understanding.” Near it we read:
“All are but parts of one stupendous whole,
Whose body Nature is—and God the soul.”
These are examples of many others. Noble thoughts and the highest
| ideals are inculcated in each one.
| - Perhaps it is not among the special prerogatives of a library to
| instill patriotism either into the reader within its halls any more than
it is to preach religion; and if it were, it may not seem a relevant
i topic in a discussion to prove that the library is not at least irre-
- ligious in the tone and character of its decorations. But there are
people to whom patriotism seems very near akin to religion, and to,
these the library appeals irresistibly. The true American feels a
thrill of patriotism now, not only when he looks at the dome of his
Nation’s Capitol, but also when he crosses the threshold of his Na-
-tion’s, library. It is American through and thxough—g‘lanned built,
decorated by Americans, and constructed mostly from., materials that
America could furnish.
| His breathless fadn;}' ation gives way to a warrq“yélow of pride:
he sees the names of jgreat _Americans everywhere. It is wonderful
how many great nam £ our own people in all lines of human ac-
tivity we had ready t roll in this temple of fame as the result of
our brief century and a quarter of history. The Pavilion of the
Seals ought to inspire every American with the same feeling that the

i sfght of our flag in a foreign land does. If this is not an ennobling:

sensation, where can you find it? If a man has no patriotism, he has
no religion; if he is an earnest patriot, religion of a high type is not

; | far from him—love of country'is not:far behind love of God. As you

look at the ceiling of this Pavilion of the Seals, and see the decora-
tions made of the American flags, gtnd the great seal, and Lincoln’s
Gettysburg speech, and the products of the North and South, Hast
and West, you begin to realize that you are in almost the heart of
this great Nation. You look around the four walls of this little holy
of holies of partiotism, and see the pictures signifying the eight great
departments of our Government. Underneath them are the patriotic
,utterances of. great Americans selected by Mr. Spofford. These you
‘read with glowing enthusiasm, until you are ready at the last one,
from Webster, to fairly shout it aloud: “Thank God, I also am an
American!”




sigmﬂcant testimony to the variety of tastes in the versat fy
; ature is found in the fact that hardly any ‘two ‘or more
- agree among themselves. In committee verdicts one always
that comprom;se in opmions has secured umformzty in ©
' Take the American lerary Association and the National Educat
Agsoczaxxon composite list of selections for children. It is 2
. -gnidance, but\by no means infallible. * Look it over and see 11’ ou
Rt e Little Women, by -Louisa M. Alcott; Alice in Wonder-
\ land, by Lewis Carroll; Robinson Crusoe, by Defoe; Tom
 Sawyer, by Mark Twain; Treasure Island, by Stevensun,-.
i i Boy’s | Life. of Abtaham Lincoln, by Nicolay; Jungle Book,
~ . by Kipling; Fairy Tales, by Andersen; Aesop’s Fables; Gar- i
T deu of Verse, by Stevenson; Merry Adventures of Robin -
5 " Hood, by Pyle; Tales From Shakespeare;’ by Lamb; Boy’s. .=
B ng Arthur, by Malory; Story of Mankind, by Van Loon;
O ‘Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm, by Wiggin; Home Book of
% Verse for Young Folks, by Burton E, Stevenson; Last of the 7 ', :-11‘
 Mohicans, by James Fennimore Cooper; Chnstmas Carol,
‘by” Dickens; Rip Van Winkle, by Irving; Mother Goose;
. Hans Brinker, by Dodge; Boy’s Life of Theodore Roosevelt,
. by Hagedorn; Wonder Book, by Hawthorne. Wild Ammals
1 Have Enown, by Thompson Seton, and The Arabian
Nights. :
There we have more old favorites than new by far. This maye

e_ because the selectors are mature adults, with memories of the
juvenile geadmg. Then, again, it may mean the maturer mdgm
their adult reading. The ' method of selection was to take -
\mtes on twenty-five choices and let the majority determine in‘
case.v The book receiving the greatest number of votes was put fir }"
thqk second next, and on: down the line. That'is fair, but it is not@
‘tférminmg. “Big Foot” Wallace isn’t reeognized neither ls Wil-
i ,am ‘Wallace of the Scottish Chiefs. Some gray head is going,ggq
take issue right there. thtle Lord Fauntleroy is conspicuous &
ason of his absence, and so are Helen’s Bables and a whole'ha-st
Iattemday\ favorites. f
4 Boaks are books, boys are boys and girls are gxrln, and . ot
Jgt-named there are a variety oi favontes among the other
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What Is a Good ‘Book ?
LET a good book be taken to mean a book which
achieves immortality for its maker.

Scanning the titles of books and the names of
their authors, you will find that those which have
lived are those with some outstanding character
or characters. You think of Thackeray, and
Becky Sharp leaps to mind. Dickens suggests
Pickwick; Irving, Rip Van Winkle; Hawthorne,
Judge Pynchon; Trollope, Bishop and Mrs. Proudie;
George Eliot, Silas Marner. These, and other
characters, are put upon the pages exactly as in
real life, with their opinions, their very thoughts,
as evident to us as if we lived in their presence.
Their actions grow out of their natures, and the
action of the book grows out of the collision of
character with character, with subordinate char-
acters influenced by them. And so it is in life,
action growing out of conflict.

On the other hand, you will find yourself un-
able to remember any vivid character in books
where the interest depends upon plot, and where,
instead of real and living characters, the acting is
done by lay figures and puppets. Who, offhand,
can name the leading characters in Charles Brock-
| den Brown’s Wieland, in Fergus Hume’s Mystery
| of a Hansom Cab, in Frank R. Stockton’s Great

Stone of Sardis; in any book by D’Arblay, or
Maturin, or Gunther, or Mrs. Roche, or George
Walker? Yet all these had a vogue in their day.
: Character makes the book as it makes the man.
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