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FROM THE CHIEF 

The Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma has lived in this area since 
1832, some one hundred and fifty four years. Our tribe has had man1• 
homes, as the Shawnees were always at war with other tribes or the 
French, English, or Americans. The first real contact with the white 
world took place near Plymouth, PA., as a matter of fact, their High 
School football team is known as the Shawnees. 

In recent weeks I have been corresponding with Mr. Fred J. Zint of 
rvapakonetta, Ohio. (Before the removal of all Indians west of the 
Mississippi River, Wapakonetta was the capitol of the old Shawnee nation 
in Ohio) Mr. Zint has sent me photos of plaques located in various lo­
cations of Wapakonetta that depict Shawnee history. We are publishing 
four photos at this time and will follow with four more. Mr. Zint sent 
me some photos of Shawnees that were found in an old house that was be­
ing destroyed. He has indicated that he will send more information about 
the Shawnees as it becomes available to him. We are indebted to Mr. Zint 
for the information we have received and again Mr. Zint, we thqnk you 
very much. 

Many of our famous chiefs and tribal ZeadArs werA present i. 11 the 

W'apakonetta area before the Indian removal to this part of the country. 

Let us remember some of these leaders, who took their place in history, 
even in defeat to preserve a way of life that was precious to all Indians. 
It was a way of life that allowed a freedom that will never be known to 
man again, in this age and time. I wonder who was right? 

How about Blackhoof, or Catahecassa, a bitter foe of all white man. 
In later years he had the wisdom to realize that the Indians way of life 
had to change and they must learn to share their way of life with all 
people and adopt new ways and even new religions. 

Not all Shawnee chiefs agreed with Blackhoof. The most famous of 
these chiefs being TECUMSEH and his half brother "The Prophet" a medic­
ine man. As we know Tecumseh was killed in the battle of the Thames, 
he was a Brigadier General in the British Army. The day of this battle, 
Tecumseh resorted back to Indian dress and was killed in acti9n. A great 
man in every way, a statesman, soldier and warrior who gave his life to 
preserve the freedom that he believed in. In later years the prophet 
died a peaceful death near Shawnee Mission, KS. 



Another great chief was fvch-Yah-Pih-Ehr-Sehn-Wah, or better knoivn as 
Bluejacket. Chief Bluejacket, of white ancestory, was capLured by the 
Shawnees as a youth and was raised by them. Chief Bluejacket became a 
great warrior who believed in the Shawnee 1va_v of 1.ife and was an out­
standing leader. 

The Bluejacket family has contributed many chiefs to the Eastern 
Shawnees, such as ivalter, Clyde, and Julian Bluejacket, and Jim Green­
feather. At the present time Darrell and Jeff Bluejacket are members of 
our Business Committee. 
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Pictures of plagues found on various office buildings in Wapakoneta. 

TRIBAL MEMBERS VISIT 

Sylvester (Buck) DeWeese from Safford, Arizona is back here for a 
visit. His daughter, Carol Jean Clark, and grand-daughter, Tawana, came 
up from Killeen, Texas and they all set up camp in the Twin Bridges area. 

While here they came by the office a couple of times to visit and look 
the tribal complex over. They were very enthusiastic about the progress 
the tribe has made. 

From their coversation I gather they had a marvelous time fishing, 
camping and visiting. We sure enjoyed meeting and visiting with them. 
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EASTERN SHAWNEE BABIES 
QUALIFY FOR STATE PAGEANT 

TOPS in the 2.-to-3-year-old 
division of the Baby of the 
Year Pageant in Miami was 
Macy lee McWatters, 27-
month-o,ld daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ranny McWatters, 
Quapaw, and granddaughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. George 
McWatters Sr., Quapaw, and 
Mrs. Evadall Kirk, Baxter 
Springs. She also won- Most 
Photogenic in her division. 
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WINNER in the 7-12 month 
division of the local Baby of 
the Year pageant was 
Stephanie Nicole Henry. 
daughter of Darren and 
Melanie Henry, Fairland. 
She will compete in the 
state Baby of the Year 
pageant n~xt month in 
Stillwater. Stephanie 
is the granddaughter 
of Joe and Norma Kraus 
and grea~granddaughter 
of Jessie Strickland 
all of Fairland, Okla. 


